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To  their  EXCELLENCIES  the 

LO  RDS     REGENTS 

O  F 

GREAT   BRITAIN. 

My  LORDS, 

IMake  no  Manner  of  Apology  for  addrefiing  the 
following  Obfervations  to  your  Lordfhips,  be- 
caufe  they  immediately  concern  the  Safety  of 
his  Majefty,  whom  you  have  the  Honour  to  re- 
preient;  and  the  whole  Nation,  in  whofe  Welfare 
you  have  fo  large  an  Interefl:.  As  far  as  I  am  capable 
of  judging,  they  are  both  in  the  utmoft  Danger  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  only  excufable  in  me,  but  my  in- 
difpenfible  Duty,  to  give  your  Lordfhips  a  juft  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  our  Condition.  I  am  not  onlyjuftified 
in  this  Application,  by  the  Natural  Right  of  Self- 
Prefervation,  but  bound  in  Duty  to  make  it.  I  do 
not  approach  your  Lordfhips  only  in  behalf  of  fuch 
an  inflgnificant  Perfon  as  the  Author  of  this  Pam- 
phlet, but  of  the  King,  and  Kingdom.  I  am  not 
infenfible  of  the  Diftance  between  your  Lordfhips 
and  myfelf,  and  of  the  refpediful  Regard  which  ought 
to  be  paid  to  you.  But,  My  Lords,  as  I  ought  to 
addrefs  myfelt  to  Perfons  of  fuch  high  Dignity  with 
Humility  and  Reverence,  fo  when  I  am  fpeaking 
upon  an  Occafion  of  fuch  vaft  Importance,  no  one 
could  think  me  in  earnefb,  if  I  did  not  fpeak  with, 
fome  Emotion.  It  is  not  that  I  forget  the  Heighth 
of  your  Station,  or  the  Lownefs  of  my  own,  but  be- 
caufe  I  am  afraid  left  wc  ihould  foon  be  brought 
wpon  a  Level,  by  being  involv'd  in  one  common 

A  2  Ruin, 


DEDICATION, 

Ruin.  Under  this  dreadful  ApprehenJion,  but  too 
well  grounded,  I  do  mod  earneftly  befeech  your 
Lordlhips  to  examine  particularly  into  the  State  of 
the  Woollen  Trade,  and  to  employ  your  Wifdom  in 
finding  out  fome  effectual  Method  to  recover  it.  Very 
certain  1  am,  that  unlefs  you  do,  his  Majefty  will 
not  long  continue  to  be  our  King,  nor  we  continue  to 
be  a  Free  People.  We  fhall  unavoidably  fall  a  Sa- 
crifice to  the  Arhbition  of  France  ;  and  our  Deftruc- 
tion  will  as  necelTarily  be  followed  by  that  of  Europe, 
I  do  humbly  conceive  that  the  Scheme  which  Mr. 
JVehher  has  ofFer'd  to  the  Publick  will  prove  an  ef- 
fe(51:ual  one,  and  that  the  Charter  which  his  Majefty 
was  pleafed  to  grant  him,  will  be  highly  beneficial 
to  the  Nation.  He  has  clearly  convinced  my  Judg- 
ment, and  I  will  make  as  little  doubt  but  that  he  will 
eafily  convince  your  Lordlhips,  whenever  he  fhall  be 
honoured  with  an  Opportunity  to  explain  himfelf. 
But,  be  that  as  it  will,  this  melancholy  Truth  I  muft 
repeat  to  your  Lordlhips ;  unlefs  the  Exportation  of 
our  Wool  be  ftopp'd  by  fome  Means  or  another,  the 
Nation  muft  be  ruin'd  ;  and  I  moft  heartily  beg  of 
God  to  dire<5l  your  Counfels  to  the  beft  Meafures  for 
our  Prefervation. 

/  am. 

My  Lords, 

Your  LordjhipSy 
Mofi  Refpe£ffuly 
^ho^  Unknown, 

Humhk  Servants 
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THERE  cannot  be  .  more  feul  Symptom  at^ndmg 
any  Diftemper  than  Infenftbthtj.     wnen 
;;,/  beyond  the  Reaca  ot  ivi  ^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

himfelf  m  .-^f^^^i;  .^^^^onvh^  him  that  he 
„ake  ^-r'«f  ^iElfSfpeH'ade  him  to  apply  proper  Re- 
\sfuk  ;  and  more  difticult  It m  to  F  occafion  tor  any  at  all. 

^^id.es  for  his  Recovery.  ^^^>^^^^^  P^e"  ^e  muft  una- 

Or,  iftherealD-ftemperbem^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^,, 

voidably  die,    «  ^^^  ^kiU  of  the  W^^^^ 

Prefcriptlons  the  bell  adapted  to  what  he  app  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

TheReader^^'lneaflly  fee  that    b>     her  ^  Condition  be- 

5rz/«/«  "-nd  Ireland;  and  ^  ^"^^Te  JSjull.  We  have  beea 
tween  Uem  and  that  of  a  S.a  M.«  were  lels  J  ^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^ 
in  a  Confumption  a  confiderable  Time    ana  ^j^^, 

Stateof  Weaknefs  that  renders  -  ^^X^^JJi^g  Diftemper. 
notimpoffible;  anu   yet,  1^^'-; '^^^^^^^^  fo 

fo  infenfible  of  our  Danger,  'hat,  infead  o  ^^  ^^  .^^  ^^ 

friendly  an  Office  -/. -^^U  -  C.i^-'-^--  ^^^^^'  ^'°'  "^'^ 
offer  to  prescribe  to  U/7-V\i  kes  us  peevifti  and  fretful,  we  arc 
Want  of  Strength  and  Spirits  make  "^  P^^^  .^^f^^  ^f  ,he  proper 
quite  ignorant  of  the  true  Caufe  of  it.  J'^"  .3,^  by  /'r.. 
Sdethod  of  Cure.  There  IS  a  ^f'^J'^^'^^iJ^l,  Cafe,  and  what 
W..C.,  who  has  hid  before  us  the  tn^^^^^^^^^^  ^^.^  Pre/cripti^s^ 

LTnS;  tn^SighStut'^'B^faa^^  has  Uenupbr.ded 
With  lunag,  and  Dijlraam^  Th? 
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The  Dijlemper  of  which  we  are  fo  fick,  is  the  Decay  of  our 
tVoolicn  Trade  ;  and  the  Caufc  of  our  Diftemper  is,  the  Exportation 
of  our  ufimanufaitur'ii  Wool  to  Foreigners.  For  above  twenty  Yea^s 
we  have  hfx-.w  gradually,  but  not  hy  f,o-M  Degrees,  walling  in  our 
Riches  and  Strtigth  ;  the  Rents  of  Houfes  in  Cities  and  Towns  have 
been  finking,  or  becoming  uninhabited  ;  the  Rents  of  Gefitlemen's' 
EJlates  have  been  falling,  and  ill  paid,  or  thrown  upon  the  Land- 
lord's Hands ;  Money,  in  general  Commerce,  has  been  growing 
more  and  more  fcarce  ;  for  Want  of  Employment  the  Number  of 
Poor  has  been  incr?afing,  while  our  Capacity  to  maintain  them  has 
been  gr'  wing  lefs ;  lan>e,  and  once  the  moft  flouriOiing  Towns, 
are  almoft  ruined  by  the  Decay  of  their  Manufadure,  and  thofe 
few  who  havj  iomething  left,  made  almoft  B  ggars  by  the  Weight 
of  Parifh-Rates  ;  the  French,  our  natural  and  irreconci' cable  Ene- 
mies, have  been  all  this  whije  gaining  the  Rich  s  which  we  have 
loft,  and  daily  growing  ftronger,  in  proportion  as  we  have  been 
growing  weaker  ;  and  all  this  through  our  own  ftupid  Folly,  jn  not 
keeping  our  Wool  at  hom3. — This  is  our  deplorable  Condition, 
exceeding  bad  in  itfelf,  but  the  more  dangerous,  becaule  few  have 
a  jnll  Apprehenfion  of  it,  fome  fit  ftill  in  Defpair,  others  are  too  in- 
dolent to  feek  Informat'on,  and  many  too  conceited  to  accept  of 
it.  There  is  another  Set  of  People  (tho'  nothing  but  known  FaiEls 
would  make  fo  monftrous  a  Truth  credible)  who  feem  to  be  in 
Pain  for  fear  their  Country  and  their  Families  fhould  not  be  ruin'd, 
and  ule  a  deal  of  unnatural  Indullry  to  hinder  the  Nation  from 
feeing  its  Danger,  or  taking  proper  Meafures  to  prevent  its  De- 
Uruftion.  But  are  Po'verty,  Slanjcry,  and  Popifi  P crfecutiov^  fo 
dreadful  to  our  Forefathers,  become  I'rijles  not  worth  regarding  by 
us  ?  Are  Frecdcm,  Plenty,  and  our  Religion,  fo  highly  eflcem'd  by 
all  the  reft  of  Mankind,  grown  too  inconfiderable  to  deferve  our 
Care  and  Concern  ?  And  if  they  be  Things  of  fuch  vaft  Impor- 
tance to  our  Happinefs,  as  have  hitherto  been  efteem'd,  does 
It  not  become  us  carefully  to  attend  to  the  prefent  State  of  the 
Nation,  to  examine  whether  it  be  in  fo  bad  a  Condition  as  I  have 
reprefcnted  it,  and,  if  it  be,  to  exert  ourfelvcs  with  the  utmoft 
\'igour  for  our  Prefervation  ;  I  only  defire  my  Fello^w  Citizens, 
and  Fellon-ij  Countrymen  to  a£l  like  rational  Creatures  ;  to  think 
and  judge  for  themfelves.  All  that  I  propofe  is,  to  help  ihtm,  if 
they  will  read  over  a  few  Pages,  to  form  a  right  Judgment  of  their 
Cafe,  that  they  may  be  awaken'd  out  of  their  Lethargy,  and  ani- 
mat  d  to  take  fpcedy  IVTeafures  for  their  Recovery.  And  for  this 
Purpofe  I  earneftly  defire  them  to  confidcr  the  following  Particu- 
lars. 

1 .  The  Confequences  of  Trade,  as  to  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of 
any  Nation. 

2.  The  Confequences  of  the  Woollen  Trade  in  particular  ;  the  great 
Superiority  of  it  over  all  other  Branches  ofTrade. 

3.  The  prefent  State  of  it  in  England  iiV\d  France;  the  vaft  Lofs 
which  we  fultain  yearly  by  its  great  Decay  among  us,  and  the  im- 
menfe  Gains  of  the  French  by  their  Improvement  of  it. 

4' 
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w.  The  Dapger  we  are  in  of  bccomiHg  a  Province  to  France,  un- 
lefs  we  immediately  take  care  to  recover  our  lioollen  Trade,  by  pre- 
venting the  Exportation  oi ufu/iaiiufaclurcd  Jf  ooho  Fyreigiiers. 

And  when  thefe  Particulars  are  fully  examined  and  ueigli'd,  the 
Reader  will  be  a!lonifhed  to  hear  what  Steps  have  been  taken, 
by  a  moft  ingenious  and  honefl  Projeftor,  to  fave  us  from  Ruin,  and 
what  little  Regard  has  been  paid  to  his  generous  Endeiivoilrs. 

I.  The  firft  Particular  to  be  confider'd  is,  the  Confequences  of 
Trade,  in  refpeft  to  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of  any  Nation.  And 
upon  this  Head  any  one  may  have  reafonable  Satisfaftion,  either 
from  Facls,  or  Arguments ;  from  the  known  /i///f cry  of  Nations,  cr 
from  the  Nature  and  Reafon  of  the  Thing.  From  the  former 
we  learn  that  thus  it  has  been  in  all  Countries ;  and  from  the  latter 
we  can  prove  that  thus  it  muft  always  be. 

If  we  examine  the  Hiftory  of  all  the  Nations  in  the  World,  we 
ihall   find  thofe  to   have  been  the  richeft  ( excepting  fuch  as  had 
Mines  of  Gold  at  Home)  who  extended  their  Trade  and  Commerce 
the  fartheft.      The  Compafs  of  my  Defign  will  not  permit   me  to 
draw  up  a  Hiftory  of   this  Matter  at  large,    but  J  muft  content 
myfelf  with  fome  particular,    flagrant  Inftances.  —  No  Man,  who 
has  ever  read  his  B'thle,    or  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jeivs,    can  be 
ignorant    of   the     immenfe    Treafures    King    Da<vid  and     King 
Solomon  brought  Home  from  Foreign  Countries  by  the  Improve- 
ment of  Commerce.      The  Plenty   of  Gold  and  Silver  under  the 
Reigns  of  thofe  two  Kings,    efpecially  the  latter,    would  be  al- 
moft  incredible,    did  we  not  know  the   Hi'ftorians,    who   give   the 
Account,  to  be  infallible.     Next  to  Them,    ancient  Hiftory  affords 
nothing  beyond  the  Tyrians,  and  their  Defcendants,    the  Cartha~ 
genians,  who  enrich'd  themfelves  in  the  fame  Manner  to  an  extraor- 
dinary Degree.       But  the  EfFefts  oT  Trade  and  Commerce  are  evi- 
dent enough   from  the  known  State  of  Europe.      Wherever  they 
have  flourifh'4  moft,  thofe  Nations  have  been  the  wealthieft.  What 
is  the  Caufe  of  the  great  Want  o^ Money  almoft  all  over  Germany, 
but  their  Want  of  T/W/^  zxiA  Cotnmerce  ?    How  came  the  States  of 
Holland,    a  Country  very  fmall  in  Extent,     to  have  fo  many  large 
and  populous  Cities,  and  to  be  able   to  bear   fuch  a  vaft   Load  of 
Taxes  ?     Could  the  CoJture  of  their  Land  employ  fo  many  Hands 
in  their  Toivns,  or  the  Produfts  of  it  raife  fo  much  Money?  How 
came  France  to  be  fo  poor,    before  the  Improvement  of  their  Trade, 
and  fo  rich  now,    notwithftanding  the  vaft  Expences  that  they  have 
t   been  at  in  the  AfFair  of  Po/aK^and  Italy,    in  maintaining  an  ylrmy 
of  near  200,000  Men,    in  the  continual  Repair  and  Improvement 
of  vaft  Fortifications,    and  ereding  new  Ports;  how,  I  fay,  came 
this,  once  beggarly  People,    while  they  have  been  fupporting  fuch 
Charges  to  be  in  Condition  to  lend  Money  to  the  necelTitous   Em- 
feror,  to  aflift  Spain,  and  to  put  fuch   large  Sums   into  our  Funds. 
If  Earth  would  do  fuch  great  Things,    they  had   as   much  Land 
BEFORE,  as  they   have  had /«<:^  the  Growth  oi  (Ut'n  Manuf a  Ju- 
ries.     Their  Trade  has  done  all ;     That  Trade  which  they  have 
got  from  «j,  or,  rather,  which   we  have  given  them.     Flanders 
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[fee  their  former  opulent,  and  their  prefent  ruinous  State  largely  fet 
iorth  in  a  Pamphlet,  lately  publifh'd  by  Mr.  London  oi'Tir.-r.rtoTiy 
intitled,  Some  Conjtderations  un  the  Importance  of  the  Woollen  Ma^ 
rufii^uries']  is  a  notorious  Proof  that  Trade  may  become  an  airaoft 
JnexhauftibJe  Source  of  Wealth  to  a  Nation  By  this,  fays 
Mr.  London,  "  were  founded  thofe  numerous,  large,  regular,  a-  d 
"  well  built  Cities  wherewith  it  abounds,  full  of  magnificent 
•'  Churches,  adornM  after  their  ^'Tan'^er  with  exquifite  Paintings, 
•'  and  rich  Ornaments  of  ineftimable  Value;  of  great  and  ftately 
•*  Monarteries  and  Convents  fo  richly  endowed,  that  fome  of  their 
**  Revenues  equal  that  of  Princes ;  of  iuperb  Town-Halls,  and 
"  Magazines  for  the  Accommodation  aijd  well  Management  of 
**  their  Manufaduries  ;  of  Canals  of  vaft  Breadth  and  Length,  for 
•*  the  Conveyance  of  Goods  from  one  Town  to  another,  with  Locks, 
♦*  fo  as  to  raife  VelTels,  ibmctimes,  30  and  40  Feet  perpendicular, 
**  the  whole  dug  out  and  erefted  at  fuch  a  vaft  Expence  that  it 
•'  almoft  exceeds  Belief"  But  when  they  loft  their  Trade,  their 
Cities  became  almoft  uninhabited,  and  the  Grafs  grew  in  their 
Exchanges.  But  if  v\e  had  not  fo  much  Evidence  from  Jbroad, 
cf  the  great  Riches  arifmg'  from  Trade,  the  Hillory  of  our  own 
Country  might  convince  us.  Let  any  one  go  back  only  as  far  as 
tl>e  Times  before  Henry  the  Vllth  firft  began  our  Woollen  Ma72u- 
faSuriei,  and  compare  the  Quantity  of  Specie  in  the  Nation  and 
tite  Price  of  Labour,  with  the  Times  of  Kin;^  William  and  Queen 
v&^rr,  when  our  Trade  was  in  its  higheft  Profperity  :  Let  him 
JtSicn  go  on,  from  the  firft  Dcclevfwn  of  our  Trade,  to  obferve  ho\y 
Isloncy  graduilly  grew  again  lefs  plentiful,  and  Labour  cheaper, 
23  that  gradually  declin'd  ;  and  he  will  not  be  ignorant  of  the 
^TOHd  Source  of  Riches  to  any  Nation.  I  fhall  only  obferve  far- 
slisr  tipon  this  Head,  how  Trade  raifes  the  Value  of  Land,  and  im 
proves  Gentlemcns  Ejlates  ;  for,  the  Number  of  People  that  are 
employed  and  maintain'd  by  it,  occafions  the  Land  ro  be  more  im- 
provM,  in  order  to  fupply  thofe  People  with  Provifions,  f  upports 
tSje  Farmer  by  confuming  the  Products  of  it,  and  occafions  a  Cir- 
iMhtion  of  Commerce  in  every  Branch  of  it,  beyond  what  can 
poSiHy  be  where  there  are  fewer  People,  or  the  People  have  lefs 
Aloncy  to  lay  out.  For  which  Reafons,  thofe  Parts  of  the  Coun- 
try where  our  Trade  has  flourifti'd  moft,  have  been,  infaSl,  greatly 
rise beft  cultivated. 

lk\zx.Trade  is  the  Source  o^  Riches,  is  a  Truth  which  appears 
Iroro  Fails,  but  we  may  fhew  from  the  Nature  of  the  Thing  that 
itmaft  be  fo.  Jf  a  Nation  has  no  Mines  of  its  own  Growth,  how 
can  the  People  grow  the  richer  by  Dealing  with  one  another.  They 
may  hy  Jnduftry  impTove  the  ProduSls  of  their  Country,  and  they 
may  rxchangc  one  thing  for  an  other,  but  all  this  Commerce  can 
pnxliace  no  Ahney.  When  any  of  our  Produffs  are  exported  to 
F^irgxers  for  Moiref,  this  brings  into  the  Nation  fo  much  ad-ven- 
titJars  Riches.  Jf  thofe  Prcdudls,  before  Exportation,  be  manu- 
faSvrtd,  then  the  Labour  in  manufaduring  is  added  to  their  »^:- 
A«r«/ Value;    and  the  more  the  Labour,  the  greater  Wei^lth  fuck 

manti- 


mamfaSlur'd  Goods  bring  intp  a  Nation,  becaufe  Foreigners  pay 
for  all  that  Labour.  This  Obfervation  fliews  what  a  vaft  Detri- 
ment it  is  to  the  Nation  to  fufFer  Leather  to  be  exported,  becaufe, 
by  preventing  it,  we  Ihould  fend  Abroad  the  greater  Quantity  of 
Shoes,  and  by  that  Meaos  gain  fo  much  Money  as  the  Wages  of 
the  Workmen,  and  the  Profits  of  the  Majlers,  and  Merchants  out 
of  each  Pair,  amounts  to.  Or  if  we  import  the  Prodiifts  of  ano- 
ther Country,  and  export  them  again  mamtfaSlurd,  the  Labour 
oi  manufacturing  is  fo  much  Wealth  brought  into  the  Nation,  d&- 
dudting  only  the  original  Price  of  the  Materials  before  they  were 
manufaflur'd. — As  this  fliews  the  true  Riches  of  a  Nation,  fo 
it  fhews,  likewife,  what  Sort  of  Trade  or  Commerce  it  is  that  can 
produce  them.  If  we  traffick  without  bringing  in  Specie,  we  cannot 
grow  richer  by  it ;  and  our  Riciies  can  be  only  in  proportion  to  the 
^antityol  Specie,  which  it  brings  in  ;  fo  that  if  the  Value  of  our  Ex- 
portssixe  lefs,  upon  the  whole,  than  the  Value  of  o\it Imports ^  the  Ba- 
lance of  Trade  being  againil  us,  we  muft  be  beggar'd  by  Trading. 
That  the  Riches  oi  a  Nation  are  the  Strength  of  it  is  as  clear  a  Pointy 
as  that  'Trade  is  the  Source  of  Riches  ;  and  all  Nations  have  been  more, 
or  lefs  powerful,  ia  proportion  to  the  Degree  of  their  Wealth.  As  the 
Jfraelites  never  were  fo  rich,  as  in  the  Ti.mes  of  Da^id  ?Li\di  Solomon,  fo 
t\\ey  neve  were  at  any  other  Time  fo  powerful,  or  in  fuch  Elkem 
amongft  other  Nations.  Dr.  Prideaux  has  obferv'd  that  the  weal- 
thy City  of  Tyre,  when  Alexander  was  making  Conquefts  of  Na- 
tions, with  as  much  Expedition  as  fome  would  have  travell'd  over 
them,  met  with  more  Oppolition  from  that  fmgle  Place  than  from 
the  ivho'e  perjian  Empire.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Carthage- 
tiians,  merely  by  the  Force  of  their  Riches  acquir'd  by  Trade^ 
were  able  to  fubdue  a  confiderabie  Part  of  the  V/orld,  at  lalt  dif- 
puted,  for  a  long  Time,  the  Empire  of  it  with  the  moft  potent 
People,  the  Romans,  and  had  undoubtedly  conquered  them,  if 
the  Envy  of  Hannibar^  Glory  had  not  raia'd  up  at  home  Fad; ions 
thatdefignedly  obftrufted  the  Progrefs  of  his  Arms.  Next  to  Car- 
thage, I  believe,  Holland  i^  the  moil  flagrant  Inftance  of  the  Power 
of  Wealth,  rais'd  by  Merchandiz.e.  They  have  been  a  Nation  but 
a  little  while,  and  yet  what  a  Number  of  fine  Colonies  have  they  got- 
ten by  Force  of  Arms  ?  What  an  extraordinary  Stand  did  they  make 
againft  FrflWi:?,  under  the  Command  of  the  Pr/w^^  o/'Or«.'/g-^,  afcer- 
wards  ovlv  King?  Nay,  they  have  been  able  to  eno;age  with  the 
whole  Naval  Force  of  Great  Britain.  What  was  Great  Britain, 
before  flie  was  enrich'' d  by  Trade  ?  Her  Nan^y,  now  fo  powerful, 
was  then  no  better  than  fome  Fijhing- Boats,  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
we  lay  open  to  be  invaded  by  every  Nation,  the  Romans,  Saxons^ 
Danes,  and  even  Normans,  that  f mall  Part  of  F/vj//(r^  lip.ving  been 
our  Conquerors.  As  our  Trade  encreafed,  from  the  Time  of  Henry 
the  Vllth,  we  grew  richer  and  more  powerful  ;  'till  we  were  able 
to  fupport  fo  great  an  Expence,  and  make  fo  glorious  a  Figure 
at  the  Head  of  the  confederated  Forces,  againll  that  ambitious 
Nation  to  whom  we  are  nowvoluntarily  giving  up  our  Trade  and 
Sjrvigth ;  as  if  Pa-verty,     Sla'vety,    and  Sh.a.-ne,    were  preferable  to 
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Plenty,  Treedov:,  and  Glory  ;  as  if  it  were  better  to  become  a  Prat- 
vince  to  the  Grand  Monarch,    than  hold  the  Balance  of  Power 
in  Europe.      Neither  is  it  at  all  furprizing  that  a  Nation,    inrich'd 
hy  Trade,  fliould  be  ib/>£?-zwr/M/.     For,  wherein  conlifts  the  Strength 
of  a  Nation,     but  in   the   Number  of  its  People,  and  its  Ability  to 
maintein  Fhets  and   Armies  ?     Now,  wherever  there  is  a  Flow  of 
Trade,    there  will  always  be  a  Refort  of  People  for  Employment 
and  Maintenance  j     and  the  Taxes  neceffary  for  the  Exigencies  of 
Government,  for  the  Support  of  the  Civil  Lift,    for  tlie  Hire  (if 
Occafion  be)    of  mercenary  Soldier:^,    and  for  maintaining    Arn^iea 
either  by  Lavd  or  by  Sea,    can  be  better  born  by  a  larger,  than 
by  a  fmaller  Number  of  People,    and  better  by  a  People  in  a  State 
ot'  Wealth,    than   in  a   State  of  Poverty.     Befides  that,  ive  fhould 
have  no  Occafion  for  fuch  Taxes,    even  in  a  Time  of  War,    to  be 
Laid  upon   ourfcl-ves,    becaule   we   might  oblige  Foreigfiers  to  pay 
them  all.      There  is  a  Peribn  hath  undertaken  to  fhew  them  how 
eaiily  this  may  bj  done,  and  yet  notliing  of  this  kind   has  been 
;:ttempted,    tho'  I  cannot  learn  that  the  Gentleman's /»/f^?-;/y,    or 
Jbility,    is  in  the  leaft  fufpefted  by  thofe  to  whom  he  has  aply'd. 
It  is  ob'.erved  by  Travellers  that  we  are  in  great  Contempt  Abroad, 
rariicu'arly   in  France  ;  and,  I  think,  we   have  more    Reafon  to 
copy  after  the  French  in  this,    than  in  any  other  of  their  Fafhions, 
becaufe   they  have  abundant  Reafon  to  delpife  us,    and  we  have  as 
much  Reafon  to  defpife  onrfelves.      For,  what  can  be  a  more  def- 
picable  Condud,    than  to  load  ourflves  with  fuch  heavy  Burthens, 
which  we  niight  make  others  bear  for  us ;  to  become  infignificant 
'Bc?gars,    when  we  might  he  rich  ?Ln6.  formidable !    When  the  Per- 
fon,  abovem.ntioned,    propokd  the  taking  oft' fome  of  our  Taxes, 
by  his  Scheme,    he  was  anfwer'd,    what  would  his  Majefy  get  by 
that  ?  To  which  he  reply'd,    (as  he  told  me  himfelf)  I  thought  his 
Majafiy  tvas  al-ivays  a  Gainer  ^vhcn  his  SubjeJis  ivere  eas'd.     It  was 
an  honcll  and   a  fentible  Anfwer.     For,  the   Riches  of  a  Nation 
are  the  Strength  of  the  Crezvn  ;    and  it  is  impoffible  but  Poverty  in 
the  People  niull  weaken  the  Prince.       For,     how  (hould  a  Pack  of 
Be27^ars   fupporc   the    Expence  of  the   Cron.'jn  ?    And  if  Men  could 
be  inaintam'd    without  Money,    how   is  it  polilblc  that  an    Army, 
difpirited  bv  their  Condition,     (hould  fight  with  as  much  Courage, 
as  if  their  Spirits  were  invigorar.ed  by   Plenty  and  Freedom  ?  Who- 
ever advances,     or  purfues  any  other  Maxijn,     he  mull  be  ignorant 
beyond  Conception,    or  an  Enemy  to    his  Country  and  to  his  King 
beyond  Example.     No  Man  can  be  a  Friend  \.q  either,  who  is  not  a 
Friend  to  Trade.      But  if  Trade  will  thus  inrich,    and  f.rengthen 
anv  Nation,  let  us 

Secondly,  Confider  the  Confcqucntes  arifing  from  the  Woollen 
Trade,  which  are  greatly  more  boneiicial  than  any  other,  I  may 
fay,  than  all  our  other  Branches  of  Trade  together.  We  are  very 
apt  to  value  oarfelves,  in  Pieference  to  other  Nations,  upon  the 
Streu'  th  of  our  Underjlanding  and  "J iidg7ncnt,  and,  I  (hould  think, 
we  cannot  give  a  better  Inilance  of  our  Good  Sen/'e,  than  by  judging 
rightly  of  our  Natioual  Intereft,  and  purfuing  it  by  the  bell  Means. 

Now, 
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Now,  I  maft  be  fo  free  with  my  Countrymen/  as  to  declare,  that 
in  my  Opinion,  no  Nation  in  the  World  enjoys  fo  many  natural 
Advantages,  as  God's  kind  Providence  has  blefs'd  us  with  ;  and  no 
Nation  is  fo  infenfible  of  their  true  Interelt.  Our  Situation,  as  an 
IJlaiid,  is  a  great  Security  to  us  from  foriegn  Violence.  Our  Soil 
produces  more  of  the  Necejfaries  of  Life  (fuch  as  Beef,  Salmon^ 
Tallo^My  Leather^  Tin,  Sec.  )  than  any  other  Country  in  the 
World,  and  which  other  Nations  will  have  at  almoil:  any  Price 
that  we  fhall  think  fit  to  fet  upon  them ;  though  it  is  not 
by  a  Tax  upon  any  of  thofe  Things  that  Mr.  Webber  propofes  to 
bring  in  fo  many  Millions  from  Foreigners.  And  as  this  Nation  ivill 
purchafe  of  other  Nations  the  Connjeniences  and  the  Luxuries  of 
Life,  it  is  right  Policy  to  iufFer  them  to  be  brought  in  as  cheap  as 
poffible,  inftead  of  loading  them  with  heavy  Duties,  which  impo- 
verifli  and  weaken,  not  only  the  SubjeH,  but  the  King  in  effe^. 
If  our  Trade  were  thus  conducted,  our  Imports,  upon  the  whole, 
tho'  they  carried  Money  out  of  the  Nation,  would  not  be  of  much 
Prejudice,  becaufe,  we  could  export  many  of  thofe  Goods  again,  bring 
back  profitable  Returns,  and  make  ourfelves  the  Curriers  of  Europe. 
And,  farther,  by  thus  enlarging  our  Commerce,  we  encreafe  our 
Shipping,  and  provide  a  conftant  Supply  for  our  Na-vy.  'Tis  true. 
Taxes  mu/i  be  raisM  for  the  Support  of  the  Government,  but  if  we 
can,  as  undoubtedly  we  might,  make  Foreigners  pay  them,  we  fave 
fo  much  Money  to  the  Nation,  add  fo  much  to  our  o■^u«  Strength, 
and  take  as  much  from  them. 

Our  Woo/ for  Clothing  is,  to  all  the  World,  as  much  a  Necejfary 
of  Life  as  any  thing  elfe,  and  more  peculiarly  the  Growth  of  our 
own  Country,  than  any  thing,  becaufe  the  midling  Sort  of  Cloths, 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  5«//f  of  Mankind,  cannot  be  made  without  it, 
(nor  any  Sorts  manufatlur'd  to  anyPerfedion)  and,  therefore,  if 
we  be  wife  enough  to  manufadlure  our  own  Wool  at  tlome,  we 
muft  have  the  ferving  all  the  World  with  this  kind  of  Woollen 
Goods. 

How  much  more  profitable  this  Branch  of  Tr.ide  wouM  be  than 

any  other,    is  worth  enquiring,    and  eafily  prov'd. 1  defire  the 

Reader  to  remember  that  it  was  the'  Woollen  Trade  that  for- 
merly enrich'd  Flanders,  and  now  enriches  French  Flanders  and 
France  to  fo  great  a  Degree  ;  that  it  was  the  Woollen  Trade  that 
enabled  IJs  to  fupport  fuch  a  long  War  in  King  William  and 
Queen  Anne\  Reign,  and  at  the  End  of  it  to  be  richer  than  when 
we  began  it ;  and  that  the  Reafon  why  the  Woollen  Trade  was, 
during  that  Time,  in  fo  flourilhing  a  Condition,  was,  becaufe 
France  could  not  then  have  any  of  our  unmaftiifaSiur'' d  Wool. 

But  let  us  enquire  into  the  Nature  of  the  Woollen  Manufa£lu- 
ries,  and  we  (hall  eafily  perceive  how  the  Advantages  of  them 
came  to  be  fo  fuperior  to  thole  of  any  other  Branch  of  Bufinefs,  . 
— The  Riches  of  a  Nation  arife  out  of  the  Labour  of  the  People 
exported  to  foreign  Markets.  If  our  People  can  be  employ 'd,  and 
we  can  find  Cuilom  abroad  for  the  Goods  manufaftur'd  by  them, 
then  the  more  populous  we  are,   the  richer  v/e  are  j    but  a  Number 
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of  People  tmemploj'd  are  a  Burden,    as  this  Nation  feels  very  fen- 
fibly  at  prefent.     But,    if  our  fVooI  were  kept  and  manufaftur'd  at- 
Jiome,    all  our  People  might   be  employM  in  the  Woollen  Manu- 
fafturies,    and   their  Wages  paid  by  Foreigners  in  the  Purchafe  of 
the  Goods.     I  fhall  give  the  Reader  a  fmall  Specimen  of  the  Num> 
her  of  Hands  employ'd   in  manufafturinjj  our  Wool,    which,    by 
Multiplication,    would  fhew  him  how  many  the  whole  Growth  of 
our  Country  would  employ.      For  Inftance,    Three  Packs  of  Wool, 
weighing  720  lb.  manufadlur'd  into  Broad-Cloths,  Camblets,   Ser- 
jes,    Hofe,  (^c.  on  a  moderate  Computation,    one  Sort  with   ano- 
ther, employ  450  Perfons,  (I  might  fay  a  great  many  more,  almoft 
600,  but  i  aai  willing  in  all  my  Calculations  to  keep  within  Bounds) 
fuch  as  Combers,  Scriblers,  Stock-Carders,  Spinners,   Wcwvers,   Ful- 
lers,  Burlers,    Dyers,   Drejers,    and  Prejfers,    who,   upon  an  Ave- 
rage,   will  earn,  each  Perlbn,   5  j.  a  Week  ;  the  whole  amounting 
to   112/.    10  s.     Now   the  Growth  of  Grfa/ 5/7/^/h  znA  Ireland's 
Wool  being  above  a  Million  of  Packs,     (as  will  be  prov'd:)      If  3 
Packs   will  employ  450  Hands,    and  //><?/>  Labour  produces    112/. 
10  J.    a  Week,  any  one  that  underftands  Figures  may  foon  fee  how 
many  a  Mr7/io«  of  Packs  v/ill  employ,  and  how  much  they  will  earn 
in  a  Week,  a  Month,  or  a  Tear. 

I  appeal,  now,  to  the  Gentlemen  in  \^t  filken  Bufmefs,  (which 
I  apprehend  to  come  neareft  to  the  Woollen  Trade,  for  the  Number 
ef  Hands  concern'd  in  manufafturing  it)  whether  that  can  employ 
fo  many.  Befides,  5//*  not  being  of  our  own  Growth,  fuch  a  Quan- 
tity of  it  as  is  necefiary  to  employ  an  equal  Number  of  Hands, 
•would  carry  more  Money  out  of  the  Nation  in  the  Importation  of 
it,  than  the  ^00/ which  we  fell  to  Foreigners  will  bring  into  it: 
So  that  the  Difference  o\  the  Price  of  the  Materials  would  be  fo  much 
Lois  to  Us.  I  mean,  that  the  ranjo  Silk,  for  employing  ioq 
Hands,  fvippofe,  would  cofl  us  more,  than  fft  much  unmanufadurd 
iVoo I  would  fetch  from  Foreigners.  —  From  this  State  of  the  Cafe 
it  appears  that  we  iiad  better  employ  all  the  Hands  that  we  can 
fpare,  in  the  Woolhn  Manufa£iuri>>,  and  purchafe  Silken  Goods 
ma->zufa£iurd,  than  manu'adfure  them  oar/f/'z^^j,  for  as  much  as  the 
Labour  of  the  Hands  employ'd  in  manufafturing  Wool,  would  be 
liiore  than  we  fhould  give  Foreigners  for  their  Labour  in  manu- 
fafturing  Silk.  Befides  the  Silken  Goods,  that  we  make  at  Home, 
are  almoft  for  our  onvn  Confumption,  confcquently,  but  few  of  them 
being  exported,  except  to  our  Planlati6ns,  but  little  Frojit  can  arife  to 
us  from  the  Labour  employ'd  in  tliem. 

To  fnew  this  Matter  in  another  Light. — The  higheft  Price 
that  Wool  bears  at  prefent  is,  5  /.  a  Pack,  weighing  240  lb.  The 
Produft,  therefore,  of  20  Packs,  exported  to  France  unnjanuf7c1t/r''d:, 
will  be,  no  more  than  100  /.  But  20  Packs,  in  King  William 
and  ^een  Jnne's  Reigns,  when  we  manufadlur'd  it  ourfelves,  fold 
for  12  to  16  /.  a  Pack.  Taking  it  at  the  loweft,  at  12/.  a  Pack, 
which  Price  V/ool  would  again  yeiid  the  Sheep-Mafler,  in  three 
•r  four  Years  Time,  (if  the  Exportation  of  it  were  ftopp'd  )  the  20 
Paclcs  v/hich  now  fell  for  no  more  than  1 00  /.  would  fell  for 
'  ■■  '  240  A 
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£40 /.  which  makes  140/.  dlfFerence  to  the  Sheep-Majier  only,— r 
The  Labour  in  manufa£luring  thefe  ao  Packs,  at  3  j.  4  i.  each  Pound 
of  Wool,  upon  an  Average  (tho'  it  really  comes  to  5  j.)  amounts 
to  720  /.  fo  that  the  whole  Lofs  to  the  Nation  is  S60 /,  in  every 
20  Packs  that  are  exported  unmanufadur  d. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  100  /.  which  the  French  give  for  thefe 
20  Packs  of  Wool  is  not  paid  in  Specie,  but  in  Silh,  Brandy,  Sec. 
run  into  the  Nation  Dutyfree.  Now,  if  nxje  loie,  and  give  thp 
Trench,  in  every  20  Packs  of  Wool  exported  to  them  unmmnu- 
fadur''d,  860  /.  what  aiuft  be  the  Confequence  of  giving  them  fo 
many  100,000  Packs  as  we  give  them  yearly  ?  And  what  a  great 
Lofs  is  this  to  the  Go'uernment,  in  thg  Duties  upon  the  Goods  that 
would  be  imported  in  Return  for  forae  of  our  Woollen  ManufaBures. 
To  inftance  only  in  the  Lenjant  Trade  to  Turkey  and  Ital^.  (Now 
almofi:  loft  to  us,  and  in  the  Hands  of  the  French,)  We  ufed  to 
bring  from  them,  in  Return  for  Woollen  Goods,  raw  Silks,  Cotton,  &c. 
all  regularly  paying  Duty  to  the  Government.  Thefe  Goods 
would  employ  and  maintain  many  of  our  Poor  in  manufafturing 
them.  And  are  not  fuch  iw/iw/j,  as  thefe,  manufadlur'd  afterwards 
by  ourfelves,  and  applied  to  the  real  Ufes  of  Life,  preferable  to 
French  Brandy,  which  we  can  do  full  as  well  without  ?  Bcfides 
that,  by  thefe  Means  we  enlarge  our  Commerce,  employ  our 
Shipping,  and  breed  Sailors  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom.  Thefe 
Fadls  and  Confequences  are  undeniable.  But  the  Profits  arifing 
from  the  Woollen  ManufaBuries  will  be  farther  fet  forth  under 
the  nexi  Head  of  Enquiry,  from  a  Calculation  of  Mr.  LondorS. 
Let  us  therefore  attend  to  the  Condition  of  thefe  Woollen  Manufac- 
iuries,  here  and  in  France;  with  the  great  Lofs  that  nxje  fuf- 
tain,  and  the  immenfe  Profits  which  the  Fre?ich  gain  thereby. —  The 
great  Decay  ofthemZ^^rf  may  be  prov'd  many  Ways. 

1 .  As  Mr.  Webber,  in  his  five  Letters  concerning  the  Importance  of 
the  Woollen  Trade,  has  obferv'd,  there  can  be  no  more  Wool  ma- 
^i</^<?KrV  than  what  is  comFd,  fcrihhled,  and  carded;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  there  is  not  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Number  of 
Combers,  Scribblers,  and  Carders,  that  ufed  to  be;  from  whence  it 
is  plain  that  there  is  not  a  fourth  Part  of  the  Quantity  of  Woollen 
Goods  wtw  made,  that  were  made  formerly. 

2.  From  the  Exports.  Mr.  London  computes  that  all  our  Wool 
and  Labour,  that  is  confumed  at  home,  and  fent  abroad,  does  not 
amount  to  above  14  Millions  Sterling.  How  much  larf^erthev  were  in 
the  Year  1698  any  one  may  imagine,  from  what  Mr.  Webber  has 
teftified  uponhis  owr,  Knowledge,  at/>.  ly  of  his  five  Letters.  He  tells 
us  there,  thatat  Brifttl  Fair,  only,  in  eight  Days  Time  ih^Dutch  and 
SpaniJJ?  Merchants  ar,d  Faftors  bought  above  i  50,000  Pounds  worth 
of  Woollen  Goods,  befides  what  was  carried  from  Bridgevmtcr  in  a 
Dutch  Dogger.  Upon  which  heobferves  very  juftly,  that  we  have 
all  imaginable  Reafon  to  tliink  that  Minehend,  Bamfable,  Bitheford, 
TopJha?n,  or  Exon  ;  that  along  the  South  Channel,  London,  Backing, 
^nd  Braintree,  Norwich  and  Yarmouth ,  fold  proportionable  Quanti- 
ses for  Exportation. 
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3-  We  have  none  of  thofe  Dutch  and  ^panijh  Merchants  and  Fac' 
tors  going,  as  they  ufed  to  do,  to  the  Manufafturers  Houfes  in  the 
Country^  to  buy  the  Goods  in  the  Places  where  they  were  manu- 
feftured,  nor  any  Inftances  of  the  Manufaft  arer's  refufing  jv^/jJ; 
Money  from  thofe  Foreigners,  and  keeping  their  Goods  in  their 
Warehoufes  for  the  Supply  of  their  Horn"-  Cuftoriiers.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  forced  to  fend  them  to  Blackwell-Hall,  there  to 
pay  Hou/e-Rent,  to  give  Difcount  Money  to  their  Faftors,  becaufe 
they  can't  wait  'till  the  Goods  are  fold,  and  fometimes  to  take 
Wool  in  lieu  of  Money.  Thefe  known  Fads  undeniably  prove  a  vaft 
Decay  of  the  Trade. 

4.  The  State  of  Foreign  Coin  among  us  is  another  plain  Proof. 
About  the  Time  that  Mr.  Webber  mentions,  it  was  as  current  as  our 
trwn,  and  now  you  can  fee  none  in  any  Payments,  unlefs  it  be  Por- 
tugal Money  ;  and  the  Reafon  is,  becaufe  by  the  Lofs  of  our  Wool- 
len Trade  in  other  Nations,  the  Balance  is  againft  us.  In  France, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  E^e-Witnejfes,  Englijh  Guineas  are  as 
common  as  Portugal  Pieces  are  here. 

5.  Which  is  farther  evident  by  the  great  Scarcity  of  our  oivn 
Coin.  I  am  acquainted  wi:l)  many  of  the  London  Traders,  who 
agree  in  their  Accounts  of  the  State  of  the  Kingdom  in  general,  that 
they  never  knew  any  Thing  like  the  prefent  Want  of  M  )ney  ;  for  , 
which  Reafon  feveral  of  them  are  goin?i;  to  leave  off  Buhnefs.  I 
have  been  in  many  Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  have  had  this  me- 
la»choly  Truth  confirm'd  to  me  by  Gentlemen  and  Farmers.  One 
in  particular  aflured  me  lately,  that  he  expefts  next  Year  to  have  his 
whole  Eftate  thrown  upon  his  Hands ;  and  faid  he  queirion'd  whe- 
ther, when  the  King's  Tax  was  paid,  there  nvould  be  a  Shilling  left 
in  the  PariJJj.  In  Hovjn  there  is  the  fame  Complaint  of  the  Deadnefs 
of  Trade,  and  the  Scarcity  of  Money  ;  all  owing  to  the  Decay  of  the 
Woollen  Manufaftui  ies,  which  ufed  to  give  a  briflc  Circulation  to  all 
other  Branches  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  by  a  free  Circulation  of  Fo- 
reign Money,  and  having  the  Balance  of  our  National  Trade  on  our 
Side,  whereas  now  our  Specie  is  exported 'ior  Foreign  Goods. 

6.  The  vaft  Increafe  of  the  Number  of  our  Poor  (hews  it  beyond 
Contradidion.  Mr.  Webber  tells  us,  upon  the  Authority  of  a  ISIoble 
Peer,  who  u'as  at  the  Expence  of  procuring  an  Eftimate,  that  we  had. 
Four  Years  ago,  above  a  Million  upon  the  Rates,  capable  of  work- 
ing ;  and  eVery  Parilh  knows,  to  their  Coll,  that  they  have  been  year- 
ly increafing  ever  fince.     But, 

7.  Let  any  one  examine,  particularly,  the  State  of  thofe  Towns 
where  the  Woollen  Manufadluries  have  been  carried  on,  and  he 
will  fee  the  mod  flourifhing  Towns  reduced  to  perfect  Beggary  by 
the  Lofs  of  their  Trade.  It  i'?  poifible  that  in  fome/^iv  Places  the 
Woollen  Bufinefs  may  have  been  lower  than  it  is  at  prefent,  but 
then  it  is  not  fo  high  as  it  has  been,  even  in  thofe  Places  ;  Neither, 
if  it  were  odierwife,  would  a  particular  Inftance,  or  two,  fignify 
any  Thing  to  the  C?i.v;:r^/ State  of  the  Kingdom. 

If  ^joe  have  loft  our  Woollen  Trade.,  into  wh'at  Hands  is  it  fallen  ? 
Several  Nations  come  in   for   a  fmall  Share  of  the   Plunder,  Hut 

Frame 


our  Lofs,  and  their  Gain 
Mr.  London'^  Pamphlet, 
tation  the  French  have. 
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Trance  has  tlie  'Bulk  of  it ;  as  appears  by  Mr.  il/a«'s  Joiirnal  of 
the  State  of  their  Manufafturies  in  the  Year  32,  which  muft  be 
greatly  improved  fince  ;  and  therefore  to  fhew,  at  one  View, 
'  '  "  "  I  ihall  tranfcribe  a  Calculation  out  of 
According  to  a  very  moderate  Compu- 
yearly,  500,000  Packs  of  our  Wool  un- 
manufadurd ;  with  which  they  can  work  up  twice  as  much  of 
their  own.  The  immenfe  Detriment  ariftng  from  hence  to  us,  and 
the  flill  larger  Profit  accruing  to  them,  he  fets  forth  in  the  following 
Manner, 
A  Mil.  Packs'! 
of  Wool,  (for 
fo  much  is 
computed    to 

,      \      r  u    V  ,<  ««    ^ J  V  As  now  fold,  fufFered  7  1 

here)  as  fold,  >  1 6,000,000/.  |  ^    J ^4,000,000/. 


when   confi 
ned    to     our 
own  Manu- 
factures, at 
16/. 


The   Labour"! 
and  Profit  in  / 


'The  Labour  and  Pro-' 

fit  of  500,000  Packs 

manutaftured     here, 


working  it  at  >  40,000,000 /.  <(  under  the  Difadvan-  )•  10,000,000/. 


fuch     Times  \ 
at  40  /. J 


tages   mentioned    at 
half  Wages,  zol.per  | 
Pack  * J 


56,000,000  14,000,000 

Is  to  our  Difadvantage  42,000,000 
Whereby  it  appears,  that  the  Nation  lofes  no  lefs  than  Forty  two 
Millions  Sterling  yearly,  befides  what  the  Landed  Intereft  fuffers  by 
the  Poor,  and  Kates  made  to  fupport  tliem,  which,  by  the  further 
Decay  of  our  Manufaftures,  wiil,  in  Time,  b3Come  fo  numerous, 
that  the  Revenues  of  all  the  Land^  together  will  not  be  found  fuffi- 
cient  to  maintain  chem.  On  the  other  hand  France,  by  getting 
over  500,000  Packs  of  our  W"ool,  can  work  up  a  Million  and  Half, 
it  being  on  all  Hands  agreed,  that  one  Pack  of  ours  is  fufRcient  to 
work  up  two  of  theirs,  and  luppole  we  reckon  but  35  /.  per  Pack 
for  their  Labour  in  working  it,  then  t'le  Labour  of  a  Million  and 
Half  of  Packs,  at  35  /.  per  Pack,  amounts  to  Fifty-two  Millions  and 
Half  Sterling.  And  that  they  do  work  up  fo  much  may  well  be 
fuppofed,  for  they  certainly  will  import  no  more  of  our  Wool  than 
is  abfolutely  neceffary  for  them. 

Jf  any  oneihou'd,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but  many  will,  be  fliock'd 
at  the  Quantity  of  Wool,  fuppos'd  to  grow  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland,  it  is,  I  think,  made  highly  probable  by  the  following  Ac- 
count, taken  from  the  fame  Autlior. 
"  That 

*  E<ven  our  Manufa^uns  yielded  t--wice  the  Price  formfrly  as  at 
frefsnt.  , 
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"  That  there  are  a  Million  Packs  of  Wool  growing  yearly  in 
•*  Great-Britain  and  Ireland  is  calculated  thus. 

It  appears  by  the  Toll- Books  that  there  are  brought  into  Smith- 
field  Market  for  Slaughter,  to  ferve  London,  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  36,000  Sheep  and  Lambs,  Weekly.  Now  allow  6000 
ofthefe,  throughout  the  Seafonc,  to  be  Lambs,  and  that  there  are 
30^000  Sheep  flaughter'd  one  Week  with  the  other,  then  the  reft 
of  Evgland  is  generally  computed  to  contain  about  feven  Times  as 
many  Inhabitants  as  London,  within  the  Bills.  But  fuppofing  it 
contains  only  fix  Times  as  many,  and  that  accordingly  there  are 
2 1 0,000  Sheep  flaughter'd  in  £«_g-/^7z<3' Weekly  ;  and  likewife,  that 
4  Years  Sheep  are  kept  for  Stock,  or  that  there  are  always  in  Be- 
ing four  Times  more  than  are  thus  flaughterM^  as  is  ufual  with 
Sheep-Mafters  to  compute,  and  allowing  every  Sheep,  one  with 
another,  to  bear  four  Pound  of  Wool,  and  every 
Packto  weigh  2401b.  then  the  yearly  Wcol  of  j^  ^  ,^^_ 
England,  according  to  this  Computation  only,  a-  ?  p^j,j.g  ^^g  000 
mounts  to 5  ' 

Now  in  the  Country  throughout  E?2gland,  Peo- 
ple feed  as  much  on  Fieih  as  in  Town,  and 
drinking  lefs,  they  generally  exceed  them  in  the 
Quantity  they  eat. 

Then,    as  Scotland  is  of  lefs  Extent,  and  lefsT| 
fruitful  than  England,    admit  there  are  but  one  (        Scotland. 
Quarter  Part  of  the  Sheep  in  it,  and  it  ariiounts  iPacks  iSZjOod 
to J 

Then  as  Ireland 'k  not  One  Fourth  Part  lefs  than"] 
England,    but  is  full   as  Fertile,    and   taken    up  I 
chiefly  with  Feeding,  it  hath  been  judged  by  fome 
who  have  taken  great  Pains  thoroughly  to  inform  Jreland 

themfelves,  that  it  hath  near  as  many  Sheep  in  it  I  p^(-]^„  564.  r-^-^ 
as  there  are  in  England;  but  fuppofe  we  fay,  only  '  ^3  4' 

Half  the  Quantity   that  England  produfes,    •vi'z. 
364,000  Packs,  the  whole  amounts  to  One  Mil- 
lion, and  Two  Hundred  and   Seventy-four  Thou- 
fand  Packs 


Sum  Tota;! 


Packs  J, 274,000 


A'.  /?.    In  this  Calculation  i?  not  included  the  Wool  of  Sheep  con- 
tinually flaughter'd,  c-d.\Vd  Tel  ffool,  nor  the  Wool  oi  Lamis. 

I  have  already  computed  the  Profit  arifing  from  the  Labour  of 
manufadtnring  a  Million  of  Packs  only,  I  fliall  here  fubjoin  a  Cal- 
culation of  the  Sl^are  th?it -Foreigners  would  pay  of  this  Profit  to  us. 
Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Pack--,  of  Wool,  yearly,  the 
fourth  Part  of  the  Growth  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  will  cloath 
Vhirieen  or  fourteen  Millions  of  People  one  with  another,  which  is 
more  than  the  Number  of  our  Inhabitants  are  fuppofed  to  amount 
to  ;  fo  that  three  Parts  in  four  of  our  Manufaftures  would  be  ex- 
forted,  and  bring  home  Money  in  return,  to  the  Amount  of  no  lefs 

than 
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than  Thirty  Millions  Sterling,  for  the  tare  Labour  in  manufa£lurlng 
thofe  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty  Thoufand  Packs,  befides  the  Value 
of  the  Wool  it/elf,  unnianufuilur'd,  which  is  reckoned  at  twelve 
Millions  more,  in  all  amounting  to  Forty-two  Millions,  all  arifing 
from  one  fingle  Branch  of  our  Trade,  and  far  exceeding  the  X^alue 
of  all  the  Branches  of  Trade,  belonging  to  This,  or  any  other 
Nation. 

If  therefore  we  were  fo  wife  and  jufl  to  ourfelves,  as  to  p-eferve 
this  Blefling,  we  mic!;ht  be  the  richelt  and  moll  powerful  Nation  in 
the  World,  ealed  of  our  prefent  Load  of  Poor's  Rates,  and  Taxes, 
and  inftead  of  being  deferted  and  defpifcd,  again  refpecled,  dread- 
ed, and  courted  by  our  Neighbours. 

Sometime  ago  our  Poor  amounted  to  One  Million  and  Four  Hun- 
dred Thoufand  ;  the  Decay  of  Trade  fince  that  Time,  and  the 
Severity  of  this  laft  Year  may  fairly  be  fuppos'd  to  have  encreafed 
the  Number  to  two  Millions ;  if  we  go  on  thus  encreafing  our  Poor, 
and  lefTening  our  Incomes  by  a  farther  Decay  of  our  Trade,  how 
ihall  we  able  to  maintain  them  ?  Almoft  every  Thing  is  taxed, 
and  high  too,  if  we  go  on  to  lofe  our  "Trade,  how  Ihall  the  necef- 
fary  Expences  of  the  Government  be  fupported  ?  How  Ihall  Fleets 
and  Armies  for  the  Defence  of  the  Kingdom,  be  maintain'd  ?  All 
the  Land  in  the  three  Kingdoms  will  not  do  it.  Nothing  but  Trader 
and  nothing  but  the  Woollen  Trade  can  do  it, 

From  the  preceding  Particulars,  -viz.  the  Cor.fequences  of  Trade^ 
as  to  the  Wealth  and  Strength  of  any  Nation,  the  greater  Superi- 
ority, in  tlicie  Reipefts,  of  the  Woollen  Trade  above  all  other 
Branches  of  Trade,  the  great  Defay  of  the  Woollen  i  r.id"  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  Grcivth  of  it  in  France',  from  hence  it  muil  appear, 
to  any  one  who  i;  .'apable  of  feeing  at  all,  that  unlefs  we  takj .  -n- 
mediate  Care  to  recover  it,  we  muft  become  a  Prey  to  that  ambi- 
tious Nation.  The  Di/pofifio^u  and  Dcfigns  of  Fni^ice,  after  fuch 
open  Attempts  for  Uni-ccrfal  Monarchy,  can  haru!y  be  denied  by 
the  moft  Frenchi^id  Engliihmen.  'I'heir  Prof  (lions  of  Fritndfoif 
cannot  be  of  Weight  vvith  any  but  facli  as  are  inclin'd  to  their  In- 
tereft.  They  are  making  all  poihble  Preparations  for  a  State  of 
open  Enmity,  and  then  the  Mafli  will  be  taken  off.  If  any  well- 
meaning  Reader  doubts  of  their  real  Deligns,  let  him  read  a  Pam- 
phlet publilli'd  lail  Year,  and  entitled  French  Counfeh  deftniclive  to 
England,  in  fc-ven  Letters  to  Sir Their  Intentions,  there- 
fore, being  ir.difput.ible,  the  only  Thing  to  be  confiderM  is,  their 
Capacity  to  put  thti:  Defigns  in  Execution.  And  I  a  Ik  any  one 
to  tel!  nic  what  fnou:J  prevent  it,  if,  inilead  of  taking  the  proper 
MealiKC'.  for  our  ^'a!ety,  we  continue  to  furnifli  them  with  the 
Means  fo;  accomplifhing  it.  We  have  fcen  what  Riches  arife  from 
Trade  z\.i  Commerce,  and  haw  infeparable  Riches  and  Strength  are 
from  one  another  ;  and  yet  wefuff(;r  tne  French  to  inrich  themfelves 
by  a  Trade  which  they  cannot  car'-v  on  without  our  Leave,  while 
we  are  growing  ^wr  and  nxicak  by  the  Lofs  of  it.  We  are  fenfible 
of  the  Wcigiit  ot  Puhlt^f:  Debts,  and  yet  voluntarily  load  durfelves 
with  TaxiSf  when  we  migl.t  make  cihsn  pay  them,  and  clear  our- 

C  ,  I'elves, 
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felyes,  in  a  few  Years,  of  all  Incumbrances  ;  while  their  Finances 
are  not  only  difmcumbred,  but  their  King,  as  they  are  fond  to 
boall,  is  continually  putting  Money  into  our  Funds,  and,  by  the 
Help  of  our  ffoo/,  will  foon  be  able  to  ingrofs  fo  large  a  Share  of 
them,  that  by  drawing  out  he  will  be  able,  as  foon  as  their  Defign 
fhall  be  ripe  for  Execution,  to  leave  u^  defencefefs. If  we  com- 
pare the  Number,  or  Condition  of  theirs,  and  our  Forces,  what  is 
the  Comparifon  ?  For  Number,  there  is  none  ;  for  Condition,  very- 
little. —  Our  only  Security  confifts  in  our  Naval  Forces,  but  Ex- 
perience has  taught  us,  that  the  Winds  can  render  it  ufelefs.— 
However,  for  Fear  the  Elements  Jhould  be  on  our  Side,  we  are 
taking  the  Hjuifeft  Meafures  for  weakening  our  oiun  Fleet,  and 
ilrengtheniag  that  of  the  French.  We  are  giving  up  our  Trade 
and  Commerce,  which  are  the  proper  Nurfery  for  it ;  we  are,  with 
them,  giving  up  our  Wealth,  which,  only,  can  maintain  it.  The 
French,  by  our  Folly,  are  daily  encreafing  both  their  Trade,  and 
their  Riches,  fo  very  fait,  that  they  will  foon  be  able  to  build,  or 
buy  and  maintain  as  large  a  Fleet  as  they  pleafe ;  and  all,  who  know 
any  Thing  of  what  is  doing  in  France,  know,  that  they  are  both 
building  and  bu^nng  Men  of  War  as  fall  as  poffible.  Laft  Year  they 
built  19,  and  bought  others.  Laft  Year,  too,  they  began  toexer- 
cife  their  Seamen,   by  fending  out  a  Fleet  ;    as  they  are  preparing 

to  do  again. It  is  true,    they  have,    as  yet,     no  Harbours  for 

Ships  of  Force  on  our  Channel,  but  they  have  been  hard  at  work 
in  making  fome,  particularly  at  Grwvelints,  which  is  as  well  fituated 
as  Dunkirk.  They  are  making  another  at  Cherburgh  near  La-Hogue. 
If  we  confider  the  State  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  Profpeft 
is  but  a  melanchoUy  one.  In  England  we  are  unhappily  divt  • 
ded  into  Parties,  fo  imbitter'd  againft  one  another,  that,  in  Cafe 
of  Need,  common  Danger  would  fcarce  be  able  to  unite  them  againft 
the  Common  Enemy.  The  Marks  of  Infamy  that  have  been  fet  upon 
a  great  Part  of  the  Kingdom,  for  not  liking  and  oppofing  fome  of 
the  publick  Menfures,  muft  have  occafion'd  Refentments,  and  a 
general  Difcontent  is  theNat.iral  Confequence  of  a  general  Decay  of 
our  Trade,  which  is  the  Life  and  Soul  of  our  publick  Welfare.  But 
if  we  were  united,  fuch  is  the  general  Difpofition  of  the  Na- 
tion, they  have  not  thofe  Principles  of  A&i-vity  and  Bravery, 
which  have  heretofore  animated  Englijh  Hearts,  and  ftrengthened 
Englijh  Hands.  The  Love  of  Liberty,  and  a  Senfe  of  Religion,  m 
many,  are  quite  loft,  in  moft  are  greatly  weakened. — But  this 
is  not  all.  The  French  feem  to  have  a  confiderable  Party  here  in 
her  Intereft.  Mr.  Webber  aftiires  me  that  an  Officer  belonging  to 
the  Cufioms  has  own'd  to  him,  more  than  once,  and  with  great 
Concern,  that  he  was  ohlig'd  to  go  on  Board  and  fee  Wool  Ihipp'd, 
which  he  knew  to  be  bound  for  France,  Honv,  and  ivhy,  Josias 
Thompson  was  rendcr'd  incapable  of  ferving  his  Majefty,  and 
afterwards  run  thro'  the  Body  in  Germain-Street,  the  fame  Perfon 
inform'd  me,  and  is  ready  to  prove.  I  have,  likewife,  been  very 
credibly  inform'd,  that  a  certain  Lord,  the  Son  of  a  certain  Great 

Man, 
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Man,  with  other  Noblemen,    gave  an  Order  for  50  Suits  of  Cloths, 

at  one  Time,    to  be  fent  for  from  France.  Wales  and  Scotland 

I  know  lefs  of,  but  neither  of  them,  I  doubt,  are  lb  \it\\fatiifyd^ 
as  could  be  wi(hM,  with  their  Condition,  and  therefore  lefs  averfc 
than  otherwife  they  would  be,  to  a  Change  of  Government.  But, 
while  I  fay  this,  I  hope  that  God's  good  i'rovidence  will  over- rule 
their  Paffions,  and  make  ufe  of  them  for  our  Safety.  This  is  not  a 
proper  Time  for  Difcord,  but  for  mutual  AfFedion  among  our- 
felves,  Duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  aftive  Zeal  for  the  Good  of  our  Coun- 
try. In  Ireland  there  are  three,  if  not  four  Papijis  to  one  Protejiant  j 
not  divided,  as  they  were  formerly,  and  headed  by  the  Chiefs  of  dif- 
ferent Parties,  and  all  fighting  againft  one  another.  Thofe  Heads  are 
now  no  more,  and  thofe  Parties  are  united  by  being  reduced  ;  and  all 
in  fuch  a  State,  that  they  would  think  any  Change  defireable.  They 
are  at  prefent,  indeed,  without  Arms,  or  military  Knowledge  ;  but 
France  and  Spain  have  15,000  of  their  Countrymen  in  pay,  who 
may  both  carry  them  Arms,  and  teach  them  the  Ufe  of 'em.  And 
the  miferable  Condition  of  that  Nation,  which  may  make  it 
fo  eafy  for  France  to  gain  them  over  to  her  Intereft,  has  been 
owing  to  a  moft  ftupid  Piece  of  Englijh  Policy,  diftated  by  J'va- 
rice  and  Jealoujy.  The  feven  Letters  above-mention'd,  demon- 
ftrate  that  we  have  been  injuring  our/el'ves,  by  cramping  and  diilref- 
fmg  them. 

The  Situation  of  Affairs  Abroad  carries  an  Afpeft  as  unpromif- 
ing  as  that  at  Home.  Tho'  France  is  the  GraWand  Defigning  Power 
of  which  Europe  ought  to  be  jealous,  and  againft  whofe  growing 
Greatnefs  and  ambitious  Views  it  is  their  Intereft  to  guard  ;  fhe  has 
perfuaded  them  to  be  direfted  by  her  Couni'els,  and  to  carry  on  her 
Scheme  for  Univerfal  Monarchy. 

The  artful  Cardinal  has  found  out  Means  to  difTolve  the 
Alliance  which  was  fuch  a  Curb  to  her  Ambition,  and  to 
weaken  the  Parties  of  it.  By  his  Intrigues  the  Emperor  has  been 
flripp'd  of  Naples  and  Sidly,  reduced  to  the  Nccellity  of  purchafing 
a  Peace  with  France,  at  no  lefs  a  Price  than  giving  up  Lorrain  to 
that  Power  too  great  and  formidable  before,  involv'd  in  a  War  with 
the  Turks,  abuled  in  the  Meafures  of  conducing  it,  deluded  and  be- 
tray'd  by  his  treacherous  Ally,  and  at  laft  oblig'd  to  throw  himfelf, 
for  Protedlion  into  the  Arms  of  the  French,  the  Hereditary  Enemy 
of  his  Family,  after  having  given  up  to  the  Turk  the  Bulwark  of 
Cbnjiendom,  and  thereby  left  himfelf  more  expofed  in  cafe  of  ano- 
ther Rupture. 

In  regard  to  Spain,  the  French  have  afted  as  politick  a  Part.  To 
footh  the  Vanity  of  the  Spanijh  Queen  fhe  has  made  a  petty  King 
of  her  Son,  and  complimented  England  with  the  Expence  of  con- 
ducing him  to  his  Dominions.  She  has  fet  Spain  and  England  at 
Variance,  whofe  mutual  Intereft  it  is  to  be  good  Friends ;  that  when 
they  fhall  have  fufRciently  weakened  each  other,  fhe  may  make  a 
Prey  of  them  both .  France  is  to  Spain,  what  Spain  is  to  Portugal . 
Spain  can  hinder   Portugal  from  having  a  Communication  with 

C  z  anjr 
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anv  other  Countiy  by  Lan<i,  ar>8  would  have  over-run  her  before  this 
'I'lme  it'  flie  had  not  been  protcded  hy  the  Bnf//7:>  Fleet.  In' the 
ibme  Manner  that  Spain  furrounds  Portugal,  Fraiu e  funounds  Spain, 
cAXi  Hop  up  her  Communication  by  Latid,  and  muft  have  her  at 
Mercy.,  unlefs  fhe  has  an  Ally  fuperior  to  the  Frevch  by  Sea.  j'ut 
a  Englajidht  deflroy'd,  what  other  Power  can  ^be  able  to  proteft 
her  ? 

Holland  has  been  about  as  wife  as  her  Neighbours,  fo  long  under 
tlie  Influence  of  French  Cqunfcls,  that  (he  is,  in  a  Manner,  fubjeft  to 
French  Go'verr.ment.  Her  Trade  is  decay'd  ;  the  Government  is  poor, 
and  the  Nation  torn  with  Fadions ;  their  Navy,  once  the  Britijh  Ri- 
n>al,  reduced  almoil  to  nothing.  I  need  not  fpend  any  Time  in  letting 
forth  their  Weaknefs,  which  is  apparent  enough  from  the  late 
Language  of  the  French,  and  the  Silence  of  the  Dutch.  Their  prefent 
Neutrality  is  not  the  Refult  of  their  Wifdom,  nor  the  Effeft  of 
Complaifance,  but  the  Confequence  of  their  Fears.  They  dare 
not  interpofe  left  they  {hould  haften  their  own  Ruin.  France 
has  menaced,  and  Holland  trembles.  It  were  no  difficult  Matter  to 
point  out  the  Progrefs  of  their  Ruin,  and  open  their  Motives  of 
Aftion  ;  but  it  is  enough  to  know  the  weak  Condition  to  which 
they  have  brought  themfelves.  Their  Barrier  Toivns,  which  coft 
them  fo  much  to  keep  in  Repair  and  to  Garrifon,  would  iland'em 
in  little  ftead  ;  for  as  the  French  can  at  any  Time  pour  100,000 
Men  into  the  ^?(/?r/<2«  Netherlands,  they  can  eafily  over-run  the 
whole  Country  ;  and,  by  getting PofTeffion  of  M/j/.  they  can  ftarve 
thofe  Garrifons,  by  hindring  any  kind  of  Supplies  from  being  fent 
them.  And  they  can  with  the  more  Eafe  do  this,  by  Reaion  of 
the  DifafFeftion  of  the  Inhabitants.  They  are  weary  of  their  Sr.b- 
jeftion  to  the  Emperor,  who  is  continually  draining  them- of  their 
MrjneVf  but  unable  to  protett  their  Trade,  while  their  Neighbours 
iii  French  Flanders,  by  Means  of  the  Encouragement  given  to  Theirs^ 
are  in  a  flourifhing  Condition.  This  has  oecafion'd  fuch  an  incli* 
ration  in  thofe  People  to  change  their  Mafter,  that  they  would, 
of  themfelves,  open  their  Gates  to  the  French,  whenever  they  fhould 
come  with  a  Force  fufficient  to  proteft  them.  Within  thef^  four 
Years  they  aftually  form'd  a  Defign  to  revolt,  if  the  politick  Cardi- 
iial  had  tliought  it  a  proper  7"ime  to  receive  them  ;  but  the  Empe- 
rOr,  England,  ^riA  Holland,  not  being  then  fufficiently  reduced,  the 
o/i/ /j7//;'«/'Cf  might  have  prov'd,  again,  too  ftrong  for  him.  An  iT/i- 
afliTJe,  or  an  unfuccefsful  War,  and  a.nother  Year's  Crop  of  our 
Wool  (which,  no  doubt,  they'll  find  Means.to  get)  may  ripen  their 
Frojeft*!,  Tnd  put  them  upon  Adion. 

'  In  other  Parrs  of  Europe,  in  Poland,  Dentnark,  and  Siveden,  thefe 
crafty  jVoj^le  hive  infmuated  themlelves,  iiifluenced  their  Counfel";, 
afid  created  Diilurbances,  to  favour  their  own  Schemes.  Only  RttJ/ia 
ha^  aded  independently,  and  upon  wife  and  fteady  Principles.  Jltx- 
civde-'-  haf  been  i'lillv  fciPd  a  common  Rohher,  becaufe  he  laid  walle, 
and  p'undcr'd  Nations  th.it  he  had  no  more  Right  to,  than  I  have  to 
the  Good3,    Liberty,  or  Life  of  one  of  my  Equals,    hwt  France  \\:\^ 

been. 
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been  gnilty  of  as  much  Injujlice  and  more  treachery.      For  the  Sake 
offubjecfling  thofe  to  her  Dominion,    who,  by  the  Law  of  Nature 
and  Nations^    are  independent  of  her,    and  enriching  herfelf  xyjtk 
their   Wealth,  (he  has  been  embroiling  all  Europe,  that,    by  Jh/g^ 
.ding  ^nd  vjeaicnifig  them,  (he  may  the  more  effedually  compaYs  h^^ 
intended  Conquefts.     They  have  Alexander  i  Vice  o^  Ambition  m  the 
higheft  Degree,    but  not   his     Virtues  of  Openmjs  and   Generofityv' 
Yet,  this  is  the  N.uion   that  fome  of  us  court  with  fo  much  Af- -4' 
fedlion,     that    we  ferve    wiih   fo    much  Zeal,    that  we  imitate 

with  fo  much  Servility. I  would  e^prefs  my  Aftonifhraent,  if  I 

could  think  of  any  Words  fignificant  enough  to  do  it. It  will  much 

better  become  us,  in  common  Difcretion,  to  check  their  growing 
Greatneis,  and  to  recover  our  own  Trade;  which  canqot  be  done- 
without  putting  a  Scop  to  the  Exportation  c'i omx  un?nanufa£tuy  d  Wool 
to  Foreigners.  The  only  fenffb  e  Quellion  is,  not  whether  it  be  abiS- 
lately  neceffary  to  do  it  (Unce  th.u  is  no  Quellion)  and  that  immedi- 
ately too,  bur  ho--w  it  can  bedoneefFeftually.  Some  Gentlemen, indeed, 
of  the  beil  U".derll;andjng,  for  want  of  having  examined  into  the 
Matter,  were  of  Opinion,  that  we  might  recover  our  \\'oolIen 
TVade  by  going  to  Market  as  cheap  as  the  French,    tho'  the\'  do  get 

oar  Wool. But,   ift.  How  can  we  work  as  cheap  as  the  French, 

unlefs  our  Poor  could  live  as  low  as  theirs,    which  they   cannot  do  ? 

zdly.  If  we  coukl  ivork  as  cheap,   we  could  not  o-^j  to  markef 

as  cheap,  becaufe  we,  being  oblig'd  to  carry  our  Goods  abroad  in 
large  VelTels,  we  mult  pay  Duties,  \vhQrc3.9-  France,  by  being  on  the 
Continent,  can  run  their  Goods  into  the  neighbouring  Nations 
Duty  free,  and  by  that  Means  fave  iq  or  12  per  Cent.  Befides, 
the  Wool  of  France  being  not  of  half  the  Value  or  Price,  as  that 
oi  Briti/h  or  Irijh  Wool,  as  one  Pack  of  our  Wool  v.'orks  up  two 
of  theirs,  and  as  what  Wool  our  Manufitlurers  buy  is  paid  for  in 
Specie,  whereas  what  they  draw  from  us  is  paid  for  in  a  good  Mea- 
fure  by  wrought  Silk,  Rum,  I'eas,  Coffee,  Wines,  and  Brandy, 
i^c.  By  the  Profits  on  which  it  comes  cheaper  to  them  than  even 
to-ourfelves,  thefe  are  other  Advantages  to  them,  and  all  together  a- 
mount,  at  leall,  to  30  per  Cent,  in  their  Favour. — 3dly.  If  you  lov.'- 
er  the  Price  of  Labour,  you  lower  the  Value  of  Land,  and  obftruft 
the  Circulation  olall  Commerce,  fince  the  lower  their  Wao;rs,  the 
lefs  Money  the  Labourers  have  to  purchafe  the  Produds  of  the  Earth, 
and  other  Things  with  ;  fo  that  either  they  cannot  buy  fo  many  of 
them,  or  cannot  give  fo  good  a  Price  for  u  liat  tliey  buy.  This  is  k':i- 
evident. — 4thly.  Why  fhouldwehe  atthe  trouble  of  contriving  Mean? 
of  going  to  Market  as  cheap  as  the  French,  and  have  (he  Price  of  our 
Goods  beat  down,  when  we  can  at  once  hinder  them  from  going 
to  Market  at  all,  and,  by  having  the  Market  toourfelves,  be  able- 
to  fix  our  own  Price  ?  Is  it  not  better  to  have  all  the  Trade,  than 
on\y  fome  of  it  ?  To  employ  all  oar  Poor,  than  only  Jome  of  ihen\  ? 
To  have  a  high  Price  for  our  Goods,  than  a  lo^',  or  a  middling  one  ? 

I  am  afham'd  to  anfwer  fuch  Objeftions  a.-^  thefe. But,   if  it  be 

thus  neceffary  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  our  Wool,  hov.^  can  it 
be  done  ?    A  Scheme  has  been  offcr'd,    and  approved,    asdtcctual, 

not 
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not  only  by  Merchants  and  Trades  people  of  the  greateft  Knowledge 
in  their  Way,  not  only  by  feveral  others  in  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, but  alfo  by  the  Minijiry  :  And  indeed  the  Scheme  fpeaks  for 
jtfelf,  for,  whenever  it  fliall  be  put  in  Execution,  it  will  not  only 
eafe  Parijh- Rates,  prevent  Parijh  Laav- Suits,  and  fupprefs  Fagrants 
and  Thienjes,  but  will  find  Employ  for  them  to  maintain  them- 
ielves,  and  open  Ways  to  Commerce  by  exporting  their  Labour  ; 
tho'  fome  little  Creatures,  hoping  to  make  a  Merit  of  their  mean 
Condudl,    have  induftrioufly  undervalued  it,    and   mif-reprefented 

the  Proje£lor. But  if  the  Scheme  be  a  good  one,    how  comes 

it  to  pafs  that  the  unfortunate  Projeftor  fhould  have  fpent  nine  Years, 
and  a  great  deal  of  Money,  fo  fruitlefsly,  in  his  Application  for 
Acceptance  ?  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Reafons  and  Motives 
cf  the  Conduft  of  my  Superiors  ;  but,  as  far  as  my  Memory  will 
Icrve  me,  I  fhall  give  plain  Fafts,  a  Ihort  Narrative  of  Mr.  lVebber'% 
Application  and  Reception,  as  he  has  related  it  to  me,  without  mak- 
ing any  Comments  upon  them. 

In  the  Year  3 1  Mr.  Webber  applied  to  his  Majejiy,  recommended 
by  above  600,000  Woollen  Traders  (whofe  Petitions  lie  now  in  the 
Duke  of  Neivcafile^s  Office)  for  a  Charter  to  himfelf  and  Company, 
tcf  prevent  the  Exportation  of  unmanufaftur'd  Wool  to  Foreigners 
by  an  Univerfal  Regijlry,  His  Majefty  was  moft  gracioufly  pleas'd, 
by,  and  with  the  Advice  of  his  Counfel,  to  grant  his  Requell,  and 
gave  Inftruftions  to  the  Then  Attorney-General  to  report,  oxjorm  a 
Charter  for  That  Purpofe  :  But  he  being  of  Opinion,  that,  though  it 
was  the  undoubted  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  to  grant  Charters, 
arid  by  Virtue  of  his  Majelly's  Grant  Mr.  Webber  and  Company 
might  have  put  the  Scheme  in  Execution  in  the  beft  Manner,  they 
could,  it  was  expedient  to  have  an  JSi  oj  Parliament  to  veil  the 
Patentees  with  further  Powers,  than  the  Charter  could  convey  to 
Them*.  Mr.  JVebber  was  tl^ereupon  advifed  to  apply  to  Parliament t 

and 

*   Some  have  been  pleas'' d  to  fay,  his  Majefty  ^vill  not  confent  that 

Mr   'Wthher  Jhould  nominate  /Z-^ "Patentees.      They  mean,  that 

nvill  not  confent  to  it,  for  his  Maj  esty  has  confent ed to  it,  in  hi» 
Order  for  the  Grant  of  the  Charter  to  Mr.  Webber  and  Company, 
%vhich  Order  fands  novo  upon  Record  in  the  proper  Office.  And  hit 
Privy  Council  have  confented  to  it,  luhen  they  advifed  his  Majefty  to 
grant  it.  The  fame  Perfonsfay  (nav,  and  look  grave  <when  they 
fay  it)  that  Mr.  Webber  cannot  expeSl  to  be  admitted  tofpeak  to  hit 
Majefty,  hut  mufl  convey  vohat  he  has  to  fay  thro'  tlieir  luterpofetion. 
J  Man  needs  not  be  a  Conjurer  to  underft^nd  their  Defgn.  But,  as 
itivas  aliuays  thought  an  Inftance  of  Wildom  ««</ Goodnefs /«  Go- 
vernors to  give  their  SuhjeBs  a  free  Accefs  to  their  Perfons,  and  a 
patient  Attention  to  their  modefl  Comilaints,  fo  no  vjife  and gooit 
Councellors,  informer  Time,  ever  obflru5ted fuch  Applications.  Mr. 
Webber  hasfent  the  printed  Remonftrance  to  his  Majefly  a/ Hanover. 
directed  to  the  Chaplain  in  vuai/ing,  for  him  to  deliver  idthhis  ovjh 
Hand ;  and  he  vjill  likcwife  fend  one  of  the  Pairphlets  in  the  fam* 
Manner,  and  I  hope  the  Genjleman  vjil I  faithfully  dJiver^t. 
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and  aflar'd  that  he  (hould  meet  with  Succeis :  Neither  did  he  In  the 
leaft  doubt  of  the  Concurrence  of  thofe  about  the  Court  with  his 
Majefty's  Pleafure,  in  getting  that  Charter  confirm'd,  which  thejr 
themfelves  advis'd  his  Majefty,  in  Council,  to  grant;  efpe- 
cially  as  the  efFedtual  Execution  of  the  Scheme  was  of  fuch 
Importance  to  his  Majefty,  as  well  as  to  the  Nation.  Accordingly 
Mr.  Webber  did  apply  the  very  next  Seffion  j  towards  the  latter  End 
of  which  a  certain  Gentlemah,  of  Note,  in  the  Parliament- Houfe 
came  to  him  in  the  Gallery,  told  him  there  was  not  Time  to  pais  the 
Bill  that  Seffion,  but  that  he  might  be  eafy,  and  might  make  the 
People  in  the  Country  eafy,  for  it  (hou'd  certainly  be  done  the  fol- 
lowing Seffion  ;  but  immediately  after  this  Declaration  to  Mr.  Web- 
ber, he  whifper'd  another,  advifing  him  not  to  fpend  his  Time  and 
Money  in  the  ."Affair  becauie  it  never  would  be  done.  This  the  Per- 
fon,  himfelf,  fome  time  afterwards,  told  to  Mr.  Webber  and  others. 
Encouraged  by  this  Affurance  the  Projector  applied  again  next 
Seffion,  but  to  as  little  Purpofe.  Upon  thefe  Difappointments  he 
found  Means  to  get  Accefs  to  his  Majefty,  who  told  him,  he 
thought  it  had  been  done  —  Upon  this  the  Matter  was  brought 
into  the  Houfe,  but  nothing  more  was  done  in  it,  but  only  chang- 
ing the  Woollen  Bill  into  the  Manchejier  Bill,  to  which  the  French 
will  not  refufe  their  Confent. — However,  Mr.  Webber  continued 
to  follicit  every  Year  till  1739,  when  a  Bill  pafs'd  the  Houf«, 
relating  to  the  Importation  of  Irijh  Tarn,  which,  as  Mr.  Webber 
affur'd  them  it  wou'd,  open'd  a  wider  Door  for  the  Exportation  of 
our  Wool,  lower'd  the  Price  of  it,  embarras'd  Trade,  and  occafion'd 
feveral  to  leave  ofF.  It  was  faid  that  this  Bill  was  never  intended 
to  take  Effeft,  tho'  it  was  fuffer'd  to  pafs,  but  hdid,  and  a  very  bad 
EfFeft  it  has  produced.  But  between  the  Date  of  this  Bill  and  the 
Manchejier  Bill  feme  remarkable  Things  happen'd.      In  the  Year 

1733,  Mr.  Webber,  in  the  Prefence  of  Mr.  Randal  [horn  whom  I 
have  my  Information)  was  effer'd  loooo  /.  in  Bank-Bills,  if  he 
would  tell  how  he  would  bring  the  Million  yearly  from  Foreigners 
into  the  Treafury,  and  many  Millions  more  into  the  Intereft  of 
LandznATrade.  In  1737  he  was  ofFer'd  20000  /.  and  his  Statue 
to  be  ere£led  by  BlackivellHall ;  and  the  Gentleman,  who  made 
the  Offer,  publifh'd  next  Day  in  one  of  the  Ne^wr-Papers,  that  he 
had  agreed  with  the  Projeflor  for  his  Scheme.  Juft  before  the  laft 
Seffion,  he  had  another  Offer  made  him  by  the  fame  Perfon  who 
made  the  firft,  and  he  was  defired  by  another  to  be  ready  with  his 
Scheme  againft  their  Meeting. —  From  thefe  (and  more  chat  I 
could  cite )  Applications  to  Mr.  Webber,  it  is  plain  that  they  had 
an  excellent  Opinion  of  the  ProjeSlor  and  of  his  ProjeSlion,  which, 
1  hope,  fome  others  will  take  Notice  of  tb  their  Shame.  In  March  1 3, 

1734,  Mr.  Webber  receiv'd  a  Letter  from  a  former  Sernjant  of  his, 
then  employ'd  in  the  Woollen  ManufaSIuries  in  France,  wherein  he 
gave  him  the  fame  honeft  Advice  that  the  Gentleman,  above-men- 
tion'd,  gave  his  Countryman  in  the  Gallery  of  the  H.  oi  Com- 
mons ;    affuring   him,    upon   the  Authority  of  Count ,    that  it 

would  be  to  no  Purpofe  to  purfue  his  Scheme,,  becaufe  it  wzsjiipu- 

Imted 
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lah'J  tha.t  France  might  have  as  much  of  our  Wool  as  they  pleas'cJ, 
This  Letter  Mr.  JVebber,  in  Juftice  to  his  Kwg  and  Country,  carried 
immedi;:teiy  to  the   Secretary  of  State's  Ojfice,  but  was  there  told 

he  had  belt  go  Home  and  be  quiet being  abo<ve  his  Match.     In 

1737,  Mr.  Webber  accidentally  got  a  Sight  of  a  Journal  of  the  State 
cf  the  French  Manufa&uries,  made  by  one  ^..un,  who  was  fent  over 
for  that  purpofe  by  Authority.  Mr.  Webber  preiTod  the  faid  Mun 
to  pub  Up  his  Journal,  but  he  faid  the  Ministry  iJcould  not  fuffer 
him.  This  Mr.  Randal  was  a  V/itnefs  to.  But  finding  that  Mr. 
Webber  was  determin'd  to  publifh  it  from  the  Copy  which  he  had, 
if  the  other  refus'd  any  longer,  it  was  then  publifh'd. 

About  this  Time  Mr.  Webber  had  AfTurances,  that  Petitions  would 
be  fent  up  to  the  Farliamer.t  from  moll  cloathing  Towns  in  the 
Kingdom,  but  Means  were  coMiived  to  prevent  it;  and  one  of  the 
Boroughs  in  Corn~Mal  own'd  that  an  Uninjerfal  Regifiry  would  mofl 
effedually  prevent  the  Running  of  Wool  ;  but  they  were  told,  if 
it  were  granted  in  Charter,  their  Reprefentatiiies  could  not  be  able 
to  get  Places  for  any  of  them  :  So,  if  two  or  three  Scrubs  in  the 
Corporation  could  get  a  Place,  France  might  take  the  King  and 
Kitigdom,  for  all  them.-  It  is  hard  to  fay  which  was  greateft,  their 
Honefty,  or  their  Policy.  But  they  look'd  no  farther  than  their  firfl 
Year's  Salary.  What  is  to  become  of  them  and  their  Families  next 
Year  they  neither  know  nor  care ;  and  arc  as  much  a/raid  of  Infor- 
mation, as  a  Mole  is  of  Light. 

By  the  Advice  of  fome  of  the  bell  Judges  he  now  publiJI^d  his 
Scheme,  and  afterwards  drew  up,  in  ivriting,  the  Nature  of  the 
intended  Charter,  which  all,  that  have  feen  it,  allow  to  be  an  ex- 
ceeding wife  one,  and  what  would  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  Pub- 
lick. 

He  once  more  got  Accefs  to  his  Majefly,  and  gave  one  of  the 
Schemes  to  him,  but  it  was  immediately  taken  out  of  his  Hands, 
the  Beef- Eater  was  reprimanded  for  giving  him  Admittance,  and 
he  went  away  diinppcrinted.' — He  likewife  gave  one  of  them  to  the 
Members  of  the  Hou/e  ofCornmnns,  and  to  fome  of  the  Hou/e  of  Lords. 
The  Scheme,  as  I  obferv'd,  was  approv'd  of,  and  highly  extoU'd, 
but  his  Application  was  dill  fruitlels. After  this,  he  wrote  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Prince  of  Wale;,  which  tne  following  Remonjirance,  de- 
liver'd  at  Guildhall,  give;  an  Account  of. 
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1*0  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  Worlhipful  thi' 
Court  of  Aldermek,  and  the  Worthy  Common-Coimcii  oi  the 
City  of  London,  the  ever  faithful  Friends  of  the  Crown,  and 
zealous  Promoters  of  the  publick  Welfare,  the  Earneft  Remon- 
strance oiS  AMU  E  L  WEBBER,  Shewing,  From  the 
imminent  Danger  that  his  Majefty  and  the  Nation  are  in,  by 
Reafon  of  the  Exportation  of  our  unmanufadlur'd  Wool,  the  Ne- 
CelGty  of  their  Addreffing  His  Majefty,  that,  agreeably  to  His 
Majefty's  Promife,  publifh'd  in  the  Gazette  of  the  8th  of  Maf 
laft,  he  would  be  pleafed  to  grant  the  faid  Samuel  Webber  Accefs 
to  His  Royal  Perfon,  and  an  Opportunity  of  making  good  what  he 
advanced  in  his  Letter  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

IN  a  Pamphlet  lately  fuhlifii'd  upon  Wool,  I  gan)e  an  Account 
of  the  State  of  our  Woollen-Manufaftures,  from  the  Peace  of 
Ryfwick  to  this  Time  ;  Jhenving,  by  undoubted  FaSls,  that  <we  bad 
ialnuays  the  greateji  Demand  from  abroad  for  our  Woollen  Goods  f 
twhen  the  French  could  not  get  our  unmanufaftured  "Wool  from  us  ; 
and  that  then  the  Price  of  Wool  al'ways  rofe  at  home,  ivhen  tht 
fmalleft  ^antities  of  it  nvere  exported  to  France  :  That  the  French 
have  improved  their  Woollen  Manufadlures  to  fo  great  a  Degree, 
that  they  manufadlore  more  of  our  Wool,  than  vie  do  ourfelves ;  hf 
rwhich  Means  they  have  carried  avoay  our  Trade  to  all  Parts  vjhere 
*we  traded,  to  the  great  Enrichment  of  that  prwerful  and  ambitiout 
Nation,  and  the  impoverijhing  our  ovjn.  I  obferv'd,  that  unlefs  an 
immediate  Stop  be  put  to  the  Exportation  of  our  Wool  unmanufaftur'd, 
and  Encouragement  given  to  manufafturing  it  ourfelves.  His  Ma- 
jefty and  the  Nation  mufi  unavoidably  be  ruined  in  a  little  Time.  At 
the  End  of  the  Pamphlet  Ipublipo'd  an  effe^ual  Scheme  to  prevent 
the  Exportation  of  our  Wool  unmanufaftur'd  to  Foreigners,  andhavi 
undertaken  to  bring  from  Foreigners  one  Million  cf  Pounds  yearly  clear 
into  his  Majefty  V  Treafury,  and  above  feven  Millions  ( 1  might  have 
faid  above  twenty  Millions )  of  Pounds  yearly  to  the  Inter  eft  of  Land 
and  Trade  ofthcfe  his  Majefty'x  Dominions,  ivithout  the  Incriafe  of 
Cne  Officer.  One  vuould  have  imagined  that  fuch  a  Scheme,  at  a 
Time  viken  the  Nation  ftood  in  fuch  need  of  it  for  the  Recovery  of 
our  Trade,  efpecially  now,  nxihen  a  War  viith  Spain  requires  fo 
much  Money  to  carry  it  on,  viould  readily  have  been  accepted,  and 
the  Projector  bountifully  revoarded.  But  in  the  Dedication  of  th» 
Pamphlet  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Court  of  Aldermen,  and  Common' 
Council,  I  informed  the  Publick,  at  hoiv  great  an  Expence  and  Trou- 
ble 1  have  in  vain  follicited  to  be  heard,  tho'  his  Majefty,  ivhen  I 
frft  paid  my  Duty  to  hiin,  vias  gracioujly  pleased  to  receive  my 
Propofals,  and  din  Bed  the  then  Attorney-General  to  report  or  form 
fuch  a  Charter  as  I  defired  j  and  many  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons  allovoedmy  Scheme  to  be  the  be  ft  that  could  he  thought  of — • 
1  nvas  fill  in  hopes  that  the  Publication  of  thefe  FaSis,  might,  before 
this  Time,  have  gained  a  Hearing  before  the  King  and  Parliament, 
about  an  Affair  of  the  lajt  Importance  to  the  Safety  of  both,  but  1 
have  mi  bftti  aklf  t9  titain  an  Hearing.  T'o  jtiftify  mybt<^rty  ^o"' 
■    —        ■  D  <trn 
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cent  far  the  Caufi  nf>m  King  and  Country,    /  think  it  proper  to  puh- 
lijh  an  Account  of  the  bold  Attempt  that  I  madt;,    to  fa^ve  them  from 

Ruin.  Ha-ji::g  aUvays  hc^n   either  denied  Accefs  to  his  Majejiyy 

or  not  allon.i:ed  Time  to  infurjn  him  of  the  dangerous  Condition  of  his 
Government,     and  of  the  Nation,   I  ivrote  a  letiir  the  xd  of  \i&y 
/ajl,   figiPdk.   B.   /o /'// Royal  Highnefs  /^f  Prince,    nuherein  I  de- 
clared, {  if  I  tnight  ha'-ve  the  Lihertx  of  calling  fo me  honourable  Per- 
fons,  ivell  kno^LUi  at  Court,  and  ixho  knfvj  me,  tofpeak  to  my   Cha- 
railer)     that  I  could  communicate  fomethlng  to  his  Majefty,   that  im- 
mediately concern  d  the  Safety  of  his  Crown  and  People  :     Upon  ivhich 
/ -ivas promifcd,     in  the  Gdzctiecf  the  %th  follonxing,     that  my  Requejl 
fhould  he  complied  vjith.         Accordingly  1  ivent  to  the  Duke  of  Nevv- 
caltle'j  Ofice,  my  %'eiy  kind  Friend,  vjho  kneiu  my  Character  ;  onun'd 
niyjelf  the  Author  of  the  Letter  fignd  A.  B.   mentioned  in  the  Ga7£tte, 
and  furrender  d  myfclf,   in  order  to   mtike good  •what  I  had  offefd.      I 
ivas  recei'ved  ci-vilh,    difchargedn.mthout  the  leaf  Mark  of  Difplea- 
J'ure,    but  Jiili  not  allowed  Accefs  to  the   King,     notivithfanding  the 
publxk  Promile  in  the  Gazette.      Hard  indeed  is  the  Fate  of  M.Q- 
narchs,     ivhen  they  are  not  allonxied  the  Liberty  of  a  private  Subjeft, 
to  ie  ^warned  of  approaching  Danger  ! Hard  the  Fate  of  a  Na- 
tion,   ivhen  dsclining  in  its  Trade,     Wealth,     and  Strength,     and  jufl  ' 
ready  to  be  made  Tributary  to  a  po^jjerful  Neighbour,    it  cannot  get 
Friends  to  exert  thcmfel'ves  time  enough  to  pre-vent  its  Ruin  /     And^ 
our  Ruin  is  the  more grie-vous,    hecauft  not  brought  on  us  by  i»y  un- 
forefeen  Accidents,  or  Inadvertency.     I  ha'uc  often,  at  the  Hazard  of 
my    Reputation  in  Point  of  common  Prudence,     in  Con'verfation  <with 
the  Min'ijlry,     and  in  Letters  to  them  ;  as  alfo  in  a  printed  Paper,  de- 
li'verd  in  at  the  Door  of  the  Honourable  Houfe  of  Commons,    fet  forth 
in  thzflro7igcfl  Tertns,     the  dangerous  Confequence  of  lofing  our  Woollen 
Trade,     bv  letting  France  have   our   unmanufaduf  d  Wool ;     thereby 
bringing  an   intolerable  Load  of  unemployed  Poor  upon  our  ruinated 
Ejiates,     lofing   that  Wealth  and  Strength,     luhich  alone  can  fupport 
the  Nation  and  Governmenc,  avd  transferring  them  to  the  ambitioui 
Houfe  c/"  Bourbon,     of  themflnjes    too    inclinable    to  accomplijh  our 
Ruin,     becaufe  of  o'lr  inconfifent   Interefls,     and  too  politick  to  negle^ 
the  utmoji  Impro^vement  of  the  leaf  Ad'vantage  again  ft  us.      1  told  the 
Honourable  Hoife.,    that  St.  Stephien's  Chappel  ijuould  foon  he  fit  for 
nothing,  but  to  fay  High  Mafs  in.       I  ha've  often  declared  our  Dan- 
ger, and  that  nvefi^oidd  nc-ver  ha've  fuch  an  Opportunity  of  enriching 
ou/J^lves,  as  nvhile   Fra.nce 'u.:as  employed  in  Pol^LTid  and  lta.\y.  What 
good  Reafons  there  might  be  for  not  hearkening  to  all  my  pr effing  Re- 
monfiranccs,     I  miift  lea-ve  to  ConjrSlure.        But  what  1  then  offer  d, 
1  (liU offer,     nvith  the  utmofi  Confidence.       I  then  offer  d  at  the  Peril 
«f  my  Liberty  and  my  Life,    to  make  it  appear,    that  ^without  an  Alte- 
ration of  Meafures,   the   Go'vemmcnt    mufi   be    o'verturn'd,  and  the 
Nation  ruined.       If  I  could  not   hu-ve  demonft rated  this,     I  defired  u» 
I^Ierry  :     And  I  pre  fume.    If  I  had  food  in  need  of  any,    njuhen  I  fur- 
render  d  myfelftu  the  Secretary  of  State,    I  fhould  ha've  found  none. 
I  noil}  upon  the  fame  Terms,  humbly  cranje  the  Performance  of  His 
M.*jeft^'i    Royal  Promife,     And  thii  1  do  from  a  finctre  Define  to 

fave 
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Jove  my  KING  and  COVyfRT  from  inevitable  Deflruaion  : 
Fbr,  in  my  Judgment,  if -vje  fuffer  France  to  get  another  Crop  of  our 
Woolfrem  us,  and  clap  up  a  CeiTuion  of  Arms,  after  fuch  ^n  im- 
menfe  Expend  to  prepare  for  a  'vigorous  War^  the  Defrudton  of  both 
mujl  be  inevitable. 


I  am. 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  Moft  Obedient, 
And  Refpeaful, 
Humble  Servant, 


Samuel  Webber. 


If  the  Remonftrance  had  produced,  as  he  might  very  reafonably 
fixpeft,  an  Addrefs  to  his  Majesty,  and  a  Petition  to  the  Parlia-' 
t;tent,  fuch  is  the  jull  Influence  of  their  Example  oxtr  other  Boroughs^ 
it  would  not  have  been  in  any  one's  Power  to  have  prevented  other 
Addrefles  and  Petitions  from  following  Theirs. 

The  Citizens  of  London  are    fo  worthy  a  Body  of  Men,    and 
have  afted  with  fo  much  prudent  Zeal  for  the  publick  Good,  I  have 
the  moil  affeftionate  and  refpedlful  Regard  for  them  ;  but  I  cannot 
but  exprefs  fome  Degree  of  Amazement,  as  well  as  Concern,  that 
upon  fo  prefling  and  moving  an  Application,  they  (hou'd  do  nothing 
^t  all  in  an  Affiir  that  much  better  deferved  their  Notice  than  any 
Thing  elfe  that  ever  did,  or  even  can  come  before  them.     As  I  am 
unwilling  to  part  with  any  Share  of  that  Elleem  for  them,  which 
has  given  me  fo  much  Pleafure,  I  am  endeavouring  to  account  for 
this  Conduct  in  a  manner  as  little  to  their  Difadvantage  as  pofiible. 
I  immediately  took  the  Benefit  of  an  Obfervation  of  Xir.  Webber  s, 
and  Mr.  London  s  ;    they  obferye,  that   the  Woollen  Trade  has  been 
fo  long  loll,  that  the  very  Kmnvledge  of  what  it  was  in  its  Glory, 
and  of  its  'vaft  Importance,  not  only   to  the  Profperity,  but  to  the 
'very  Being  of  the  Nation,  is  loft  with  it.     But  fo  much  good  Senfe, 
3S  they  have  iTiewn  on  other  Occafions,  fhou'd  have  led   them   to 
read  what  had  been  written  upon  fuch  a  Subjeft,  and  to  hear  what 
the  Projedor  had  to  fay  when  he  fo  fairly  ofverM  to  explain,  and  io 
confidently  undertook  to  defend,  whatever  appear'd   unintelligible, 
or  incredible.     Whether  any  will  give  themfelves   the  Trouble  to 
read  what  I  have  taken  the  Pains  to  write,  or  what  Effuft  it  may 
have  I  cannot  f^y  ;    but  I  can  call  God  to  witnefs,  that  I   write 
from   full  Conviction,  and  with    the  molt  upright  Intention ;  not 

from  any   perfonal  Difobligations,  or  with  any  Party  Views. 1 

am  entirely  fatisfied  that  the  King  and  the  Nation  muft  unavoidably 

fee  undone,  unlefs  an  immediate  Stop  be  put  to  the  Exportation  of 

our  Wooi,  and  that  nothing  but  an  U/ifuerfalReg-fiy  in  Charter  cdiU 

•  P  2  eiFe<;. 
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effeftaally  do  it.  I  gave  a  Hint  that  this  honeft  and  ingenious  Prq- 
jedor  ieems  to  be  raifed  up  by  a  particular  Aft  of  Pro'vidence  to  lave 
us  from  Ruin.  He  has  found  out  what  nobody  could  contrive, 
tho'  many  have  rack'd  their  Invention  ever  fmce  Queen  Elizahetb'^s 
Time;  and  this  Scheme  is  far,  very  far  (of  my  own  Knowledge  I 
fpeak  it)  from  being  all  that  he  can  propofe  to  the  Government  for 
the  Intereft  of  his  Majefiy,  and  the  Welfare  of  the  Cnnimumty.  In 
Jhort,  I  never  yet  converfed  with  any  one  who  feems  to  me  to  un- 
.derftand  trade  and  Commerce  va.  general  {q-^^,  ox  how  to  improve 
the  Trade  and  Intereft  of  this  Kingdom  in  f  articular ;  and  I  never 
yet  met  his  Superior,  hardly  his  Equal,  in  Integrity.  He  was  told 
that  he  would,  but  once,  repent  his  not  coming  into  the  Propofals 
that  have  been  made  him,  but  not  the  200  Millions  that  "we  might 
have  fav'd  by  keeping  our  Wool  at  Home;  not  the  more  than 
tnuice  that  Sum,  which  France  has  acquir'd  by  getting  it  j  nothing 
can  make  him  repent  his  having  endeavour'd  to  fave  his  King  and 
Country  from  Ruin. 

I  find  it  a  common  Objeftion,  even  among  thofe  who  wifli  well 
to  their  Country,  that  if  we  hinder  France  from  having  our  Wool, 
they'll  declare  War  with  us,  and  we  Ihall  be  very  much  diftrejfed 
by  iuch  a  War,  A  War,  I  grant,  may  be  the  Confequence,  tho- 
a  War  declar'd,  by  France,  on  fuch  an  Occaflon,  would  be  as  no- 
torious a  Violation  of  common  Jufiice  as  ever  was  praftifed,  I  will 
not  fay  by  any  Chrifiian  Nation,  but  by  any  Nation  that  profefs'd 
^?«y  Principles  of  Morality.  Bccaufe  we  will  not  fuffer  them  to  be 
y^Vf^j  and y?ffl/ our  Wool,  will  they  tmn  open  Robbers,  and  take 
it  by  Force?  Becaufe  we  vj'iW  not  fufFer  them  to  have  the  moj}  'va- 
luable Part  of  the  Produces  of  our  Country,  to  which  we  have  an 
Cihfolute  Right,  will  they  violently  take  the  nvholc,  make  Sla'ves 
of  us,  or  deftroy  us  ?  And  fhall  we  tamely  refign  up  our  All,  and 
Oarklves,  to  the  Demands  of  unjujl  Violence,  without  one  Struggle 
for  it?  If  we  are  in  a  weak  Condition  this  Year,  we  (hall  be  in 
a  much  weaker  the  next  Year,  upon  the  prefent  Footing.  If 
France  be  fo  flrong  nonjo,  let  them  have  our  Wool,  and  they'll  be 
ilronger  e^ery  Day,  and  therefore  the  fooner  they  quarrel  with  us 
for  refufing  them  our  Wool,  we  {hall  be  the  better  able  to  defend 
Qurfelves.  And  if  we  only  aft  defenjtvely  againft  Tyranny  and  Op- 
prejfion,  and  in  Defence  of  the  luhole  Protefiant  Religion,  which 
depends  upon  the  State  of  England,  have  we  not  the  more  Reafon 
to  expeft  the  Blefiing  of  Pro'vidence  upon  our  Arms  ?  But  how  can 
we  be  faid  to  be  defencelefs  with  a  Navy  of  200  Sail  of  Men  of 
War  ?  A  War  with  France  would,  no  doubt,  begrie'vous,  but  would 
not  the  Lofs  of  our  Ejiates,  our  Liberties,  and  our  Religion  be  more 
grievous  ?  For  my  own  Part,  I  had  rather  die  Sword  in  Hand, 
than  live  inglorioufly  j  and  Time  has  been  when  this  was  the  na- 
tural Sentiment  of  aa  EngllfJyman.  How  our  Neighbours  would 
behave  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  it  is  difficult  to  guefs ;  but  how  they 
ought  in  common  Prudence  to  aft,  Common  Senfe  will  eafily  fee. 
If  France  fhould  fubdue  Great  Britain,  in  all  human  Appearance, 
Bothing  can  prevent  her  from  acquiring  Viti'verfal  Monarchy  j  which 
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iConfideratlon  will  procure  us  Allies,  in  Time  of  Need,  tho'  we  have 
been  told,  we  have  none  at  prefent.  I  do  not  mention  any  Reafons  of 
Gratitude  for  former  Services,  becaufe  they  will  weigh  but  little  in 
the  Scale,  but  their  oiun  Deftruftion  being  the  neceffary  Confequence 
of  ours,  furcly  they  might  be  prevail'd  on  to  lay  afide  their  Jealoufy, 
and  unite  againft  the  common  Enemy.  The  Ba/auce  of  Power 
muft  be  either  in  Great-Britain,  or  France.  If  it  be  in  France, 
we  have  feen  what  ufe  they'll  make  of  it  ;  never  reft  till  they 
have  got  the  <wl:?ole  of  it.  It  was  never  the  Aim,  nor  can  it  ever 
)x  the  Intereft  of  Great- Britain  to  conquer  her  Neighbours.  Wealth 
and  Poiver  would  make  us  only  more  able  Friends  and  JJJiflants. 
They  have  found  us  fuch  heretofore,  and  they  will  too  foon,  per- 
haps, repent  that  they  have  contributed  towards  our  prefent  Ina- 
bility. 

By  Way  of  Conclufion,  there  are  two  Sorts  of  People  that  I 
would  apply  my  felf  to.  Thofe  who  really  mean  to  flop  Wool, 
and  thofe  who  do  not.  It  may  feem  to  fome  a  very  ftrange  Sup- 
polition  to  imagine  that  there  can  be  any  Man  in  England  fo  ig- 
norant, as  not  to  know  that  the  Exportation  of  it  muft  be  our 
Ruin  ;  or  that  any  private  Confiderations  Ihculd  be  able  to  induce 
any  one  that  has  Reafon  and  Humanity  about  him  knowingly  to 
confent  to  the  Ruin  of  his  Country.  If  this  Pamphlet  fhould  fall 
into  the  Hands  of  any  fuch,  I  would  defire  them,  if  they  pretend 
that  they  do  not  mean  to  beggar  us  *,  and  to  give  us  up  a  Prey  to 
pur  Enemies,  to  anfwer  what  I  have  faid  in  a  rational  Way  ;  ( I 
defy  them  to  do  it )  for,  calling  Mr.  Webber  a  Madman,  and  his 
Scheme  a  nvild  and  iinpraSlicahle  Chym^ra,  will  not  ftop  the  Pro- 
grefs  of  our  growing  Poverty  and  Weaknefs,  nor  prevent  the  Con- 
fequences  of  our  Inability  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  foreign 
Power.  Will  Party  Prejudice  fill  the  Hungry,  or  cloath  the  naked  ? 
Will  it  maintain  Fleets  and  Armies  ?  Can  we  without  Force  de- 
fend ourfelves  againft  Force  ?  Or  does  Strength  confift  in  Weaknefs  ? 
There  is  no  Medium,  therefore.  If  they  are  not  for  flopping  of 
Wool,  they  muft  intend  ( if  they  have  any  Thought  at  all  about 
the  Confequence  of  exporting  it)  to  give  up  the  King  and  the  Na- 
tion to  Fiance,  fmce  that  is  plainly  the  necejfary  Confequence.  I 
would  a(k  them,  then,  upon  what  Inducement  they  would  give  us 
up  ?  Or,  how  can  it  be  their  perfonal  Intereft  to  do  it  ?  Ay^w  Peo- 
ple, perhaps,  might  get  by  fuch  a  Change  of  the  Government, 
but  it  is  impoffible  that  the  Generality  of  thofe  vjho  fcem  to  be  difin- 
clinM  to  the  flopping  of  Wool  fliould  find  their  Account  in  it,  or. 
expedl  to  live  fo  happily  under  a  French  Viceroy,  and  French 
Laws,    as  thev  may  do  under  our  own  Government,    adminifler'd 

by 


*  It  can  be  proved  that  a  certain  Per/on  made  no  Scruple,  many 
Tears  ago,  to  declare  a  French  Government  to  be  the  bejl,  that  the 
Nation  ought  to  be  kept  poor,  in  Order  to  be  kept  humble ;  an4 
that  he  wou'd  aft  agreeable  to  his  Opinion  ;  andhis  fubfequenf  Con- 
4u£t  hath  but  toojirongly  pro'v'd  the  Sincerity  of  hi:  Declaration  '. 
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by  a  Protcftant  Prince,  in  fuch  Plenty  as  we  might  abound  in  if  w« 
vvould  but  take  proper  Meafures  for  the  Recovery  of  our  Trade  *. 
As  to  thofe  who  are  fincere  Friends  to  their  Country,  and  are 
convinced  of  the  abfolute  Neceffity  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the  Expor- 
tation of  our  Wool  to  Foreigners,  and  yet  are  as  indolent,  unadive, 
and  unconcernM  about  it,  as  if  it  were  a  Matter  of  little  Weight, 
pr  that  may  as  well  be  done  at  any  other  Time  as  now,  I  know 
not  how  to  reconcile  their  Conduft  to  Common  Senfe,  ot  how  to 
apply  myfelf  to  fuch  z«fo«/^^«/ People.  If,  by  their  Folly,  they 
were  to  ruin  only  themfelves,  they  would  hardly  deferve  the  Com- 
pafEon  of  a  wife  Man  ;  but  it  is  extremely  hard  and  provoking, 
that  thofe  who  are  awake  and  willing  to  exct  themfelves  for  their 
Prefervation,  fhould,  in  fpight  of  all  that  they  can  do,  be  yet  uu- 
doiie,  beeaufe  they  cannot  roufe  others  out  of  their  Lf-thargy.  If 
they  do  not  fully  underftand  the  Nature  of  the  Scheme,  why  do 
they  not  take  more  Pains  to  be  better  inform'd,  or  have  the  Mo- 
defty  to  give  a  little  Credit  to  thofe  who  are  better  acquainted  with 
it.  If,  upon  a  thorough  Examination,  they  dijl'tke  any  Part  of  it, 
why  do  they  not  immediately  confult  together  about  proper  Amend- 
ments >  But.  what  Reafon  havp  thpy  to  queftiop  the  Expediency  of  a 
Charter  which  his  Majefly  granted  by,  and  with  the  Advice  of  his 
Trivy  Coiifuil,  upon  the  moft  mature  Confideration  t  At  lealt, 
why  do  they  rjot  petition  his  fuhlick  Council,  the  Farliament,  |;o 
take  the  Matter  into  their  Confideration  ;  elpecialiy  as  it  is  well 
known  that  feveral  of  the  moft  able  Men  in  the  Houfe  have  de- 
clared their  good  Opinion  of  it,  and  their  Perfuafion  that  we  muji 
be  undone  unlefs  Wool  be  ilopp'd  ?  Why,  I  fay,  did  they  not 
humbly,  but  importunately  defue  their  Reprefentatives  tp  pafs  a 
Law  for  thp  E.xecution  of  it,  or  think  of  a  better  Seheme  ?  And 
why  do  th^y  not  addref?  his  Majefty  to  call  them  together  for  that 
Purpofe  \  Can  the  Parliament  polTibly  meet  upon  a  Bufinefs  of 
more  jMpment  to  his  Majefly  ^nd  the  Kingdom  ?  Are  28  Millions, 
loft  by  us  every  Year,  and  above  twice  as  much  gained  by  our 
Enemies,  fuch  a  Trijle,  that  wp  can  fafely  let  Sefiion  after  ScfTion 
flip  with  i^t  putting  a  Stop  to  this  fatal  Evil  ?  Did  pur  Fore-fathers 
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,  *  //  is  a  -very  ^^reat  Misfortune  that  Trade  is  fo  little  nnderfiood^ 
and  fo  greatly  di/fi/ed  ^y  many  Gent\emen  of  Eftates,  hecaufc  they 
enniwthf  difpofed  to  m,akc  proper  La^ivs  for  the  Encouragement  ofiuhat 
ihey  neither  yajne,  nsr  underjland.  But  fuch  Per  fans  n.voidd'do  ivell 
io^  confider  that  Trade  is  fo  much  the  Support  of  their  ElUtes,  the^t 
they  nvould  be  ivorth  nothing  •without  it.  It  highly  concerns  our  Ho- 
nourable Reprefentatives,  in  Point  of  Intrreft,  to  nttjttire  jufl  Notions 
of  it  ;  and  fna\'  God  difpofe  thofe  Noblc,'pen  n.vhQ  han'e  Acccfs  to  the 
Throne  to  in/lil  them  into  his  Majefty.  His  Readinefs  to  encourage 
*Trnde  appear  d  from  his  Grant  to  Mr.  Webber,  iff  c' but  if  it  nvera 
fr,ffhle  tofappofe  that  he  could  imbibe  the  wicked  and  weak  P  oft  ion 
advanced  by  one  of  his  Subjcils,  both  his  A'lajefty  md  the  wliplc 
Hation  7BuJ}  befacrijiccd  by  it. 


(p ) 

place  Wool-packs  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  remind  them  of  the  great 
Importance  of  our  Wool  ?  And  is  it  now  fallen  below  our  Notice  ? 
In  the  Name  of  every  Thing  that  \%  fenftble  and  prudent.,  what  can 
the  People  of  this  Kingdom  mean  ?  Is  it  Matter  of  Indifferency  to 
the  NobiUty  and  Gentry,  whether  they  be  forced  to  give  up  all 
X\ic\r  Church  Lands?  Whether  the  Value  of  their  Eftates  rifes,  or 
falls?  Whether  their  Rents  be  paid,  or  not  paid?  Whether  the 
Weight  of  the  Taxes  and  Poors  Rates  be  light,  or  heavy  ?  Whe- 
ther the  Streets  and  Roads  be  pefter'd  with  Beggars,  Thieves,  and 
Robbers  ;  or  whether  we  travel  and  live  fafe  or  unmolefted  ?  Whe- 
ther Induftvy  and  Virtue,  or  Idleiiefs  and  Vice  prevail.  Is  it  Mat- 
ter of  Indifferency  to  the  Merchants  and  Traders  cf  all  Sorts,  whe- 
ther they  have  a  good,  or  a  bad  Trade  ?  Whether  there  be  little  or 
jnuch  Money  circulating  ?  Is  it  Matter  oi  Indifferency  to  thcBiJhops 
and  Clergy,  whether  they  be  obliged  to  part  with  their  Preferments, 
or  give  up  their  Religion  ?  Whether  the  Protejlant  Religion  be  pre- 
ferv'd,  or  deitroy'd  over  all  Europe  ?  Whether  the  People  be  able 
to  pay  their  Tithes  and  Offerings  ?  Am  I  warm  f  I  am.  The 
Caufe  deferves  it.  Our  all  is  at  Stake  ;  and,  if  loft,  can  never  be 
retriev'd.  If  I  have  exaggerated,  let  any  one  ftiew  it,  and  I  dare 
promife  to  throw  away  my  Pen,  and  engage  never  to  get  another  to 
diilurb  the  Publick  with. 

That  this  Pamphlet  may  not  be  unknown,  I  am  determin'd  to 
circulate  at  my  own  Expence,  at  leaft  a  Thoufand  of  them  ;  and 
if  any  one,  after  reading  it,  (hall  be  difpofed  to  give  away  any  in 
proper  Places,  he  (hall  have  a  Dozen  at  half  Price. 

Whether  the  Citizens  of  London  will  follow  my  Example  by  cir- 
culating fome  of  them  among  their  Correfpondents  in  the  Country, 
or  Friends  in  Tonvn;  or  whether  any  others,  of  Ability  to  do  it, 
will  give  any  Thing  towards  faving  their  Country  jvid  themfelves 
from  Ruin,  they  only  muft  determine.  I  have  done  the  utmoft  iij 
my  Power,  and  what  I  have  done  cannot  be  altogether  fruitlefs,  b»- 
caufe  it  will  give  me  Peace  of  Mind,  and  enable  me  to  bear  my 
Share  of  any  Calamities  which  I  could  not  hinder  with  the  mort 
Patience. 


FINIS. 


